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DOUG STANGE EDITOR IN CHIEF 


Hydrodynamic Vortices 
Fish Footprints, Fish Fingerprints 


It was my search for an explanation for why so many fish— 
walleyes, pike, muskies, bass, stripers, hybrid stripers—so often take 
boottail swimbaits so deeply that lead me to fishery scientist Stephen 
Spotte and his book, Bluegills—Biology and Behavior. 



In-depth and enlightened writing about the biol¬ 
ogy of the bluegill might seem an unlikely place to 
find answers about fishing with swimbaits, but in no 
other scientific discussion have I seen such detailed 
analysis of swimming movements and how such 
movements are sensed by fish with their lateral line. 

Spotte talks about the hydrodynamic vorti¬ 
ces generated by fish as they swim. He says: "The 
wake left by a swimming fish or other aquatic ani¬ 
mal slowly attenuates (dies), but not without alerting 
intercepting predators or prey of its owner's loca¬ 
tion and distance. These hydrodynamic 'trails' have 
been playfully called 'fish footprints.' The size of a 
wake depends on the size of the fish, but its morphol¬ 
ogy varies by species. If 'fish footprints' are indeed 
unique to species and if they can be recognized and 
used to advantage by conspecifics or predators, they 
might better be named 'fish fingerprints.'" 

He says that trails remain distinguishable from 
the background noise for several minutes and may, 
in still water, remain detect¬ 
able after 5 minutes. He men¬ 
tions one process by which a 
muskie goes about feeding on a 
prey species—after noting that 
fish, without any visual cues, 
can continue to feed effectively 
using only their lateral line, 
but they can't continue to feed 
effectively when the lateral-line 
sense is blocked. 

Spotte says that a muskie 
often feeds in two phases. "It 
sulks stealthfully toward its 
prey using the pectoral and cau¬ 
dal fins, then strikes quickly. 

The process involves vision for 
initial target detection, but the 
lateral line assumes dominance 
during the strike." 

So, predatory fish happening 
through the "trail" of another 


fish can tell what fish species it is (fingerprint it) and 
likely even tell if it's swimming badly—wounded or 
injured. Likewise, predatory fish wouldn't have trou¬ 
ble tracking a school of minnows or other small prey 
fish, sensing the school in larger context as it moves. 

This is what's at work when fish see and then 
track and strike a lure—and, obviously, not just a 
swimbait. We know the lateral-line sense is for close- 
quarters sensory perception having to do with low- 
frequency vibrations. Once a fish sees something 
interesting it swims steadily toward the offering, 
gets behind it, and tracks it. 

Once the lure or baitfish is in a zone about 1 to 2 
feet in front of the fish, vision isn't so important any¬ 
more. At this point the lateral-line sense kicks in and 
the fish almost goes on autopilot, relying on that sense 
to make the final judgement about whether or not to eat 
the thing. Again, it's lateral-line sense, not vision, that 
likely tells a fish to break off the chase and avoid the 
lure at the last second—or go ahead and eat it. 


> Vision and Vibration 


Lure produces low-frequency vibrations, in the 
range of 20 to 80 Hz (cycles per second). 


Bass sees and/or hears lure from a 
distance, typically 5 to 10 feet. 



-Ji 



Bass approaches and 
closely tracks lure, 
monitoring its vibration 
spectrum. 


Success, if the bass is hungry 
enough or the lure realistic 
enough in its vibration pattern. 
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This understanding of how 
important the lateral line is in get¬ 
ting fish to bite is at the very heart 
of the presentation process—how 
we choose and manipulate lures. 
The reason tighter-running crank- 
baits often are more productive 
than wide wobblers during early 
season has as much (or more) to 
do with vibration as it does visual 
appearance. It pays to tinker with 
crankbaits (or spinnerbaits or blade 
jigs) with different vibration pat¬ 
terns in order to find the pattern 
they prefer at that moment. 

Think about the vortices left 
by a muskie spinnerbit with #10 
blades. In earlier times, #7 blades 
were considered big and it was a 
surprise to many anglers how pro¬ 
ductive the giant blades could be. 
Again, the strike process starts 
visually, but we know now that 
those big spinning blades produce 
distinctive and appealing low-fre¬ 
quency vibrations. 

This, too, is the reason it pays 
to experiment with various trailers 
on bass jigs. I have long categorized 
my trailers by the vibrations they 
give off, as much as much as by 
their visual appeal. Especially dur¬ 
ing summer, I find that bass often 
prefer the lighter, faster, flickering 
vibrations given off by a trailer like 
the Berkley PowerBait Pit Boss. Big 
flappers like those on a Chigger 
Craw (one of the best soft trailers 
of all time) can be good all season 
but tend to shine in colder water. 
Meanwhile, trailers like the Pow¬ 
erBait MaxScent Creature Hawg (a 
hot one for me the past two seasons) 
"go with the flow" so to speak— 
that is, they have little inherent 
movement beyond what you give 
them with rod tip movements. This 
category also can be exceptional all 
season long. 

So it is that we need to calculate 
how vibration plays a role in our 
lure presentation. The reason cer¬ 
tain lures, including so often pad- 
dletail swimbaits, so completely 
fool fish is because the fish is getting 
feedback via the lateral line, telling 
it that this thing feels perfectly nat¬ 
ural as the fish closes in, traveling in 
the vortices of the lure. It's alive—or 
the closest thing to it. ■ 
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■ INDIAN LAKE CHAIN northwest Ontario 

Walleyes & Muskies » This is a great location on a chain of 
10 lakes. Spend the morning catching walleyes, break for shore- 
lunch, then throw big baits for muskies in the afternoon. Plenty of 
smallmouths, lake trout, and pike, too, 


BIGHORN RIVER 


FORT SMITH. MONTANA 

Trout » Year-round flows stabi rzed last 
year, leaving a large population of trout 
in the 18- to 24-inch range. Float trips 
have a combination of boat and wade 
casting. Fort Smith offers multiple fly 
shops, guides, and accommodations 
without the Yellowstore-area crowds. 

Contact: Guide Matt Clawson 406/670-6866; 
accommodations, The Trout House, bighornfish.com. 

David Harrison 


BIGHORN 

RIVER 


CLINTON 

RESERVOIR- 

LAWRENCE, KANSAS 
Walleyes and More » Fishing 
for walleyes, wipers, and white 
bass heats up in June and July. 

2019 flooding reduced fishing 
pressure so all species should 
have good size ranges and populations. Crappie 
and bass options, too. 


Contact; Guide Brian Ondrejka, 91 3/484-9055, 
kansasanglingexperience , com. 

David Harrison 


GRENADA 
RESERVOIR 

GRENADA. MISSISSIPPI 
Crappies » Perhaps the greatest 
crappie fishery in North America, and 
gone are the spring crowds as stability 
settles in to produce the most consis¬ 
tent fishing of the year for c r appies that 
often surpass 2 pounds 

Contact: Guide Brandon 
Fulgham, 662/417-9117, 
grenadalakecrappieguides. com. 

Doug Stange 


INDIAN LAKE 
CHAIN 


ST. LAWRENCE 
RIVER 


LAKE ST.CLAIR • 




CLINTON 

RESERVOIR 


BEAVER LAKE 
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YOUGHIOGHENY 
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LAKE LANIER 


GRENADA 

RESERVOIR 


LAKE LANIER 

GEORGIA 

Spotted Bass » Sunny 
early-summer days spur 
a hot topwater bite for 
big spots, as they key on 
pelagic blueback herrng, 
holding near manmade 
brushpiles. Four-pound¬ 
ers are common, some 
even bigger. Later in the 
year, finesse tactics rule 
on deeper structure. 

Contact: Guide Jimbo Mathley. Jfmbo's 
Snotted Bass Guide Service. 770/542-7764. 
jimboon lanier. co m. 

Steve Quinn 






Contact: Sunset Country Adventures, 807/728-3167, 
sunsetcountryadventures.com. 

Jeff Gustafson 
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Feature Travel Tips from 
In-Fisherman Staff & Friends 


CORDOVA 


■ ST. LAWRENCE RIVER 

ONTARIO 

Smallmouths » World-class fishing on 
the river between Brockville and Mor- 
risburg, with 5-pounders common. Focus 
on 20 to 35 feet with goby imitators. 

Contact: St. Lawrence Outfitters, 
613/802-0238, stlawrenceoutfitters.com. 

Jeff Gustafson 


■ YOUGHIOGHENY 
RIVER 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Smallmouths » In Southwest 
Pennsylvania, the “Yough" provides 
outstanding fishing with wadable 
sections between Connellsville and 
West Newton; access at public 
ramps and from the scenic bicycle- 
friendly Youghiogheny Trail follow¬ 
ing the entire river. Summer action 
aplenty for 14- to 15-inch smallies 
with a big one going 2D inches. 

Contact: Guide Pete Cartwright, 

412/215-6254, 
smallies o n theyo ugh. com. 

Dari Black 


■ BEAVER LAKE ARKANSAS 

Stripers » Lots of fish from 10 to over 30 
pounds run this reservoir near Rogers, on 
topwaters and livebait, with casting lures 
at night a top option starting in about late 
June. 

Contact: Bailey’s Beaver Lake Guide 
Service, 479/366-8664, beaversafari.com. ■ 

Doug Stange 


■ CORDOVA ALASKA 

Coho Salmon and More » Located south 
of Anchorage and accessible only by plane 
or ferry, the Cordova area hosts the great 
salmon runs of the Copper River system. 
Other rivers see sensational runs of big 
coho salmon (10 to 15 pounds), starting in 
August. Marine opportunities for halibut, ling 
cod, and rockfish are just offshore as well. 


Contact: Orca Adventure Lodge, 
866/424-6722; orcaadventurelodge.com. 

Steve Quinn 


■ LAKE ST.CLAIR 

DETROIT, MICHIGAN/ONTARIO 
Muskies » Among the most prolific fisher¬ 
ies in the country, it offers an abundance of 
fish in the 38- to 48-inch range, and a shot 
at something bigger. 


Contact: Capt. Jason Quintano, 586/350- 
0934, finsandgrinsmuskiecharters.com ; 
Capt. Spencer Berman, 419/410-0498, 
spencersanglingadv.com. 

Steve Ryan 
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BY DR. ROB NEUMANN, STEVE QUINN, 
DR. HAL SCHRAMM & RALPH MANNS 



it s & Pieces 


Blending Fishery Science with Everyday Fishing 


Fish Detection by eDNA 

Emerging Science— If you have heard of eDNA 
(environmental DNA), I am betting it was in conjunc¬ 
tion with detecting Asian carps entering the Great 
Lakes. If you have not heard of eDNA, it is a procedure 
for detecting the presence of an organism from a water, 
soil, or air sample. DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid) is the 
genetic material present in all living organisms. Within 
the DNA strands are sequences of nucleic acid (genes 
or DNA fragments), some of which are unique to that 
species. The eDNA in the environment may come from 
scales, mucus, feces, gametes, or decomposition of the 
dead organism. Detection of a DNA fragment unique 
to a species is proof that the organism is somewhere in 
the system. Although technically complex, the process 
is largely automated allowing the rapid and economical 
assessment of many samples. 

While good for surveillance, especially for unwanted 
invaders like Asian carp or zebra mussels, could eDNA be 
useful for assessing the abundance of fish populations? 
Collaborative studies by Arizona Game and Fish Depart¬ 
ment, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Geological Sur¬ 
vey, and University of Arizona fishery scientists attempted 
to answer whether eDNA measures were related to fish 
abundance, at what level of fish abundance were they 
detected by eDNA, and other important questions. 

In 21,000-acre Roosevelt Lake, abundance of gizzard 
shad and largemouth bass estimated by gill net and elec¬ 
trofishing catch rates of gizzard shad and largemouth 
bass were little related to eDNA results* eDNA was more 


effective at estimating shad than bass, possibly because 
the water samples for eDNA analysis were taken near the 
surface of open water where the shad live. 

Studies in three streams in Arizona and New Mexico 
compared the detection of two rare bluehead sucker species 
by snorkel surveys and eDNA sampling.** The suckers were 
detected by snorkelers in all three streams but only in two 
streams by eDNA. The results suggest that there may be a 
threshold effect—a certain density of fish is needed to have 
a high likelihood of detecting the fish's presence by eDNA. 

eDNA will not make skilled fishery biologists tend¬ 
ing gill nets and operating electrofishers obsolete, and it 
is hard to get fish population size structure and growth 
rate from a DNA sample. But eDNA will be a very valu¬ 
able tool as aquatic resource managers become increas¬ 
ingly concerned about loss of biodiversity and accrual of 
unwanted invaders. 

Dr. Hal Schramm 

‘Perez, C. R., and 8 co-authors. 2017. Comparison of American 
Fisheries Society (AFS) standard fish sampling techniques and 
environmental DNA for characterizing fish communities in a large 
reservoir. N. Am. J. Fish. Mgmt. 37:1010-1027. 


** 


Ulibarri, R. M., and 5 co-authors. 2017. Comparing efficiency 
of American Fisheries Society standard snorkeling techniques to 
environmental DNA sampling techniques. N. Am. J. Fish. Mgmt. 
37:644-651. 
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OTT DEFOE DREAMS BIG 


If you’re going to dream, might as well dream big. 

On The Hunt for Monster Bass, pro angler Ott DeFoe 
continues his relentless quest for double-digit bruisers 
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Effects of Softbait Ingestion on Bass 

Fish Health— Black bass can ingest softbaits while they are being 
fished or by eating them off the bottom after they have fallen off a hook 
or been discarded by anglers, yet little is known about effects this might 
have on bass. Researchers investigated if shape and composition (biode¬ 
gradable vs. non-biodegradable) of ingested softbaits affected feeding 
rates of largemouth bass* Bass were fed one of the following softbaits: In 
the biodegradable category, a 4-inch Berkley Gulp! Ripple Shad, 7-inch 
Berkley Gulp! Turtle Back Worm, or 4-inch Berkley Gulp! Alive! Crawler; 
in the non-biodegradable category, a 4-inch Berkley Powerbait Ripple 
Shad, 7-inch Berkley Powerbait Power Worm, or 4-inch Roboworm 
FAT Worm, and then allowed to eat as many live golden shiners as 
they could. 

Bass that ate the largest softbaits by volume, the shad-shaped 
baits, consumed the lowest number of shiners. Bass that ate 
biodegradable baits consumed less shiners than those that 
ate non-biodegradable baits. Bass usually expelled a soft- 
bait within nine days and biodegradable baits were 
expelled faster than non-biodegradable ones. Although 
results suggest ingested softbaits do not present a sig¬ 
nificant long-term risk to largemouth bass health, 
softbaits should be disposed of properly. 

Gabe Gries 

*Sanft, E. J., A. P. Porreca, J. J. Parkos III, T. M. Detmer, and D. 

H. Wahl. 2018. Effects of ingestion of soft plastic fishing lures on 
largemouth bass. N. Am. J. Fish. Mgmt. 38:718-724. 



Crappies Can Cope 


Field Science— During the spring and early summer of 
2019, much of the country endured historic flooding. The 
Arkansas River system raged out of its banks in May and 
June, in the middle of a tagging study of crappies by the 
Arkansas Game and Fish Commission (AGFC). Biologists 
feared that these torrents would be devastating for fish pop¬ 
ulations in general and crappies in particular, a species not 
known for robust swimming ability. 

So when a crappie turned up in a wildlife manage¬ 
ment area in 2020 with a tag showing it had been released 


in Lake Dardanelle in 2018, an impoundment of the Arkan¬ 
sas River, the researchers were more than a little surprised. 
Nick Feltz, an AGFC biologist was told the spot was some 50 
miles distant. "We examined the map closely and saw that 
it might have passed over a levee breach after it went over 
Dardanelle Dam. In that case, this 12-inch female probably 
traveled about 32 miles. She was full of eggs and ready to 
spawn again, despite the difficult and long journey. 

"We've lately seen more and severer flood conditions, 
and anglers have expressed concern about its effects on 

fishing. This fish demonstrates how 
resilient crappies can be." This find¬ 
ing gives testimony to the ability of 
fish to cope with many of nature's 
challenges. We sometimes catch 
fish showing gruesome scars from 
an earlier attack by fish or bird that 
caused deep gashes in the body cav¬ 
ity, yet had healed fully. In other 
cases, fish show terrible damage to 
the mouth area, perhaps caused by 
careless hook removal, yet the fish 
has somehow found a way to feed 
with a dysfunctional mouth. ■ 

Steve Quinn 
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GPS Super Smartwatches 

Garmin quatix 6 Marine Smartwatches have dozens of 
features for anglers, including comprehensive connectivity with compat¬ 
ible chartplotters and other marine electronics for autopilot control and 
data streaming to include speed, depth, temperature, wind, and more. 
Two versions, including the quatix 6 ($699.99) and quatix 6 Titanium 
($999.99), garmin.com 


New and Unique Fishing 
Stuff* as Reviewed by the 
In-Fisherman Staff 
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Balsa Wake 

From Bagley, a crankbait design 
by Jarmo Rapala, the Balsa 
Wake 1, measuring 2 inches 
and weighing in at 5/16 ounce, is 
a cross between a topwater and 
a squarebill crankbait. Grind it 
along barely subsurface. Available 
in eight color patterns—$9.99, 
bagleybait.com 


The Salmon Sisters 

Reading this cookbook, The Salmon Sisters: 

Fishing, Feasting, and Living in Alaska, and tinkering 
with the recipes is to share in the remarkable lifestyle 
of these two sisters who grew up remotely, on a 
homestead in the Aleutian Islands, where commer¬ 
cial and subsistence fishing, gathering and garden¬ 
ing, and homeschooling were a way of life. They’re 
still there fishing. They’ll ship frozen salmon, 
halibut, or cod if you want—$24.95 for the 
cookbook, aksalmonsisters.com 


Shimano Twin Power 


A reel that bridges the gap between freshwater and salt, between popular 
predators like smallmouths and the torque-tough guys like stripers and redfish, the Shimano 
Twin Power is loaded with features that make it smooth as silk and durable to the max. 
Available in fives sizes, from a 1000-class to 50000—$399.99, fish.shimano.com 
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Wine Man 
on the Water 


Tackle changes often require cutting line, retying 
knots, and reaching for tools such as knives, 
nippers, or scissors. FinMan, which attaches 
with O-rings to a rod just above the handle, is a 
compact easy-to-access tool that slices line, snips 
knots, and stows lures by acting as a hook keeper, 
eliminating the need for larger tools—$17.95, 
finmanfishinginnovations.com 



Bubba 7-Inch Folding 

An easy-to-store go-anywhere Folding Fillet 
Knife with a 7-inch Tapered Flex blade of titani¬ 
um-nitride coated high-carbon stainless steel. Built 
to last a lifetime. It comes with a sheath—$67.99, 

bubbablado.com 


Portable myCharge 

Compact so it can travel with you on any 
adventure to keep your mobile phone, tab¬ 
let, or other electronic devices charged, 
myCharge has a protective waterproof 
rubberized finish. Two USB ports allow charg¬ 
ing two devices at once. Stores a charge for 
up to a year with a capacity to provide four 
charges—$39, mycharge.com 


EffTMB . 



Champ Craw Rigging 



One noteworthy rigging option for the Berkley PowerBait 
Champ Craw plays on the buoyancy of the bait’s claws. 
Slide an O-ring onto the body of the craw, add a nail weight 
to the base of the tail, and slip a hook under the O-ring. It’s 
a Neko-rigged crawfish that crawls, darts, and scurries 
along with the claws riding up in super-realistic 

fashion—3.5 inches, six to a package, 
berkley-fishing.com 



Rattle Free 
Hitch 

The Rattle Free Hitch reduces 
trailer sway, improves the smooth¬ 
ness and efficiency of surge brakes, 
eliminates trailer hitch vibration 
and rattle, and reduces mechanical 
stress on the towing assembly—ac¬ 
complished by drawing the ball 
hitch and receiver tightly together to 
eliminate ball hitch movement. No 
special tools are needed for installa¬ 
tion—$29.95 (2-inch), $34.95(2.5- 
inch), rattlefreehitch.com 



Sleek Jig — 1 

Available in sizes from 1/8 to 1/2 
ounce, the VMC Sleek Jig has 
large holographic eyes and a low- 
profile wire softbait keeper. Color 
options range from chartreuse and 
white to various UVs—$6 to $7, 
depending on weight, 
rapala.com/vmc-fish-hooks ■ 
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Some are versatile—opening an array of locational and seasonal situa¬ 
tions. Others are dialed into particular times or ways bass relate to specific 
cover, structure, or baitfish. Rod companies have made specialized sticks 
designed for the characteristics of each new rig. But in our fascination with 
all that's new, old ways can be forgotten. 

Old-timers like myself reflect on the cyclical nature of fishing for bass. Sys¬ 
tems and lure styles fall by the wayside for many years, but suddenly prove 
extremely effective when tried again, sometimes slightly tweaked with some 
new hook style, type of weight, or line choice. That's why we've chosen to bring 
out of the closet an oldie and a goodie—the Carolina Rig. 

It, of course, involves a hefty sinker to bring it swiftly to the bottom, 
trailed by a leader (usually from 1 to 4 feet long), separated by a barrel swivel 
and bead. It excels for keeping a lure just above bottom in deeper water, glid¬ 
ing along the bottom as the retrieve is paused. This setup emerged in the 
early 1970s according to legend, perhaps at South Carolina's Santee-Cooper 
Reservoir. Bill Dance reportedly caught wind of it there and used one to fin¬ 
ish second at the 1973 Bassmaster Classic on Clarks Hill Reservoir, on the 
Georgia-South Carolina border. In those days, few lures existed to fish the 
18- to 28-foot depths where reservoir bass held on deep flooded structure. 

I first used it on south Georgia reservoirs in the early 1980s, when I 
lived there. Once I became familiar with options in lure, leader length, 
and choice of weight, I realized that this setup is the epitome of power¬ 
fishing with finesse. The basic rig calls for a medium-power, moderate- 
action baitcasting rod from 7 to 7 3 A feet. You need a long one since the lure 
hangs behind on a cast, with a lengthy leader. From that position, you exe¬ 
cute a swing or lob cast to deliver the lure, though accuracy is not great. 


► Given the innovative minds of 

anglers, novel ways to fool fish continue to arise, even 
after all these years. And we also see many minor 
tweaks that can enhance the effectiveness of older sys¬ 
tems. In recent years, we've been blown away by umbrella 
rigs, Neko rigs, Ned rigs, Tokyo rigs, and more. Each repre¬ 
sents a new way to put lures in front of bass in enticing ways. 
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by STEVE QUINN* 


for years but always has been and 
always will be a very effective rig." 

He's right, since this rig appeals to 
fish that may not respond to chucking 
a ChatterBait across the flats, or pitch¬ 
ing a drop-shot to deep grass edges 
and breaklines, or shooting a jig 
into cover with a pitching approach. 
The weight and leader allow you to 
meticulously drag it across the bot¬ 
tom, pausing as the sinker snubs up 
against a stick, stone or stump, allow¬ 
ing the lure to settle. Often there's a 
"heavy" sensation, though at times 
you feel taps. Raising the rod up 
and back is enough to hook a bass, 
another plus for a lengthy rod. 

"Its advantages include sub¬ 
tle lure presentation and the abil¬ 
ity to cast light lures far, to reach 
unsuspecting bass," Thliveros says. 
"When anglers go down a bank 
flipping and pitching to cover, they 
unknowingly spook lots of fish, due 
to shadows, boat noise, and unfa¬ 
miliar vibrations. If you're 25 yards 
away, they don't detect your pres¬ 
ence. That's the advantage of using 
a 1/2- or 3/4-ounce sinker." 


The long rod also enables long 
casting, which brings out another 
advantage of the C-Rig that's as 
valid today as it was 50 years ago. 

The finesse aspect of Carolina 
rigging involves presenting a lure 
at any depth in a weightless, natu¬ 
re I manner as it slowly fol lows some 
distance behind the weight. A worm 
or lizard glides or scoots across bot¬ 
tom, depending on your retrieve 
cadence, a look that's hard for bass 
to resist. With the hefty weight, you 
can send a 3-inch finesse worm onto 
deep structure to tempt lock-jawed 
Junkers, the kind that color up the 


sonar screen and eventually make 
you think they must be suckers, 
quillbacks, or catfish. 

Peter "Peter T" Thliveros of 
Florida has been recording top fin¬ 
ishes in pro tournaments for over 
25 years, mostly on Carolina rigs, 
and at diverse waters from north to 
south and east to west. This former 
chef is a patient angler, an impor¬ 
tant attribute for fishing this rig. 
Many weekend anglers and pros 
find it too tedious, giving it the 
derogatory name, "ball and chain." 

"Styles of fishing come and go," 
Thliveros says, "and Carolina rig¬ 
ging doesn't seem to suit today's 
more aggressive young anglers. 
Moreover, they came of age after 
the heyday of this rig. They feed off 
the latest trends in fishing through 
Internet media. This style of presen¬ 
tation has been out of the limelight 













» Carolina rigging works on waters large and small, shallow and deep. 
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Seasonal Scenarios 

While many anglers consider it 
a summertime, deep-water tool, a 
Carolina rig can be effective dur¬ 
ing the Postspawn and Prespawn 
periods when bass occupy shal¬ 
low areas for spawning. During 
those times, fish hold near cover, 
including rock, wood, and vegeta¬ 
tion. While this rig tends to snag 
in woodcover, it's great for work¬ 
ing slowly along inside weedlines, 
rock walls, and other spots that 
hold bass early in the year. The 
slow fall of the lure tempts bites 
from inactive bass. 

“While it's been traditionally 
considered an offshore rig, I use it in 
shallow situations at least as much," 
Thliveros says. "It works before and 
after the spawn, and I often catch 
bass that are spawning but can't be 
seen, either due to the thickness of 
cover or the distance from the bank 
that you hold the boat." 


In those situations, he often relies 
on a variant of this rig that other pros 
came to call the "Petey Rig" for his 
prowess with it. "During the entire 
Spawn Period, which can last for 
months in southern waters, bass often 


are most susceptible to a slow, sub¬ 
tle presentation in water that's just a 
few feet deep but has cover," he says. 
"Years ago, I started using a tooth¬ 
pick to peg a lighter weight to the 
line, with a lure tied a few feet below. 
It was similar to the split-shot rig pop¬ 
ular on the West Coast. It worked well 
for big bass on Rodman Reservoir in 
Florida, somewhat to my surprise. 

"At some point, I began using 
a couple of neoprene bobber stops 
instead of a toothpick, and that made 
it easier to adjust the length of line 
between weight and lure," he says. 
"For weight, I usually use a 3/16- or 
1/4-ounce tungsten sinker. 

"It's best to slowly drag this rig; I 
rarely twitch it. Subtle and slow gets 
it done. You can fish various soft- 
baits, but the best ones have mini¬ 
mal action. My favorites are a Fluke 
and a finesse worm." 

Fishing in waters with potential 
for double-digit bass, he switches to 
baitcasting tackle for his downsized 
setup, with 15-pound fluorocarbon. 
But he sticks with spinning equip¬ 
ment in sparse cover, when bass are 
running small, or bites are hard to 
come by. 

When reservoir bass move onto 
offshore structure in summer, a 
full-sized rig comes into play as the 
big weight propels long casts to sub¬ 
merged roadbeds, pond dams, creek 
channels, and other key structures. 
And it can be outstanding for deep 
grasslines as well. Thliveros dem¬ 
onstrated it at the 1995 Bassmas- 
ter Top 100 on Lake Minnetonka in 
Minnesota when he took fifth place 
by Carolina-rigging rock fingers 


>‘Rigging Deep Vegetation 

^^fter reviewing his digital map and sonar readings, Peter Thliveros pin¬ 
points key features along the deep edges of vegetation. He sets waypoints at 
key turns to make boat control easier while planning optimal casting angles. 




11'to 16' 
weedline 


To fish inside 
turns, it’s often 
best to cast 
deep and work 
the lure into the 
grassline. 


To fish a weed 
point, he moves 
deep to angle 
casts close to 
key spots. 


marker buoy positions 


bowmount 

sonar 


console GPS 


transom 

sonar 


+ 
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>C-Rig Selection 


3/4-oz. sinker 


lizard bait 


Standard Rig 


barrel swivel 


mainline (17- to 
20-pound-test mono or 
fluorocarbon) 



/z 


bead brass clacker 
(optional) 


2- to 4-foot leader 
(15-pound-test fluorocarbon) 



wide-gap hook 


Downsized ("Petey") Rig 


mainline (fluorocarbon 
line or leader of 10- to 
15-pound test) 



1/8- to 1/4-oz. 
sinker 


pair of neoprene 
bobber stops 


1 - to 3-foot 
length of line 


finesse worm 



offset-shank hook 


that extended out past the edge of 
milfoil beds in Wayzata Bay. Local 
experts were astounded as they had 
never figured out how to use the rig 
effectively on deep edges until the 
Florida C-Rig master showed the 
way. Thliveros also works a full- 
size rig on near-shore areas, includ¬ 
ing piers, marinas, breaklines, and 
brushpiles. 


Carolina Rigging 
in Current 

Rivers represent many of the 
best bass fisheries from coast to 
coast. Here in Minnesota, we're at 
the headwaters of the Mississippi, 
and its upper pools provide excel¬ 
lent habitat for both largemouth 
and smallmouth bass, with con¬ 
nected lakes, back channels, and 


manmade features. Bass thrive 
from there to the edge of the Gulf 
of Mexico in Louisiana, where they 
consume shrimp and crabs in com¬ 
petition with redfish and sea trout. 
On the East Coast, you could create 
an ultimate bass excursion, starting 
north at the St. Lawrence River and 
proceeding to Florida's bountiful 
St. Johns. Out west, bass abound in 
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> Carolina Cuisine 


Berkley MaxScent Hit Worm —This straight-tail finesse worm 
works deep or shallow, with subtle tail action. It lures bass via 
chemical attractants (smell and taste), as well as appearance. 



Yamamoto Thin Senko —Matched with a downsized split-shot or “Petey” rig, 
this tasty morsel is the ticket for challenging bites in shallow water. 



Z-Man ZinkerZ —This floating stickworm allows you to keep it and other ElaZtech baits 
well off bottom on a slow retrieve, above algae and in sight of roving bass. 



Larew Salt Craw —With a flat belly and extended 
claws, this salty crawbait works well on a rig. 



Berkley Power Lizard —A chartreuse tail is an 
old trick for luring more bites on C-rigs. 





Reaction Innovations Sweet Beaver— Something about 
this lure attracts big bites. With its grooved centerline, a wide- 
gap hook rides snag-free but in ideal hook-setting position. 



Lake Fork Ring Fry— This 
stubby shape and ribbed 
body has been a favorite for 
fishing deep or shallow. 


rivers from the Columbia to the Sac- 
ramento-San Joaquin system that 
creates the fabled Cal Delta. 

Current positions bass in pre¬ 
dictable areas, which helps you 
break down these vast systems, 
selecting potential hotspots from 
home with the aid of a digital 
map. Seth Feider of Minnesota has 
quickly risen from a local phenom 
in team events to a national star on 
Bassmaster's Elite Series, succeed¬ 
ing on waters across the country. 
But he still fishes his old stomping 
grounds including Minnetonka, 
Mille Lacs, and the Mississippi 
River, which has become a popular 
destination for national circuits. 

"Largemouths use river current 
for their feeding and cover," Feider 
says, "but quite differently from 
smallmouths. Before the spawn, 
both species head into side chan¬ 
nels where the main river's current is 
greatly reduced. While smallmouths 
may remain and spawn in hard-bot¬ 
tom spots on the edge of current, 
largemouths move into quiet pockets, 
back channels, or connected ponds 
until after they've spawned. 

"In summer, some largemouths 
stay in shallow weedy backwaters 
that function like shallow lakes," he 
says, "but others move into current 
areas where they can easily feed on 
schools of small gizzard shad. I've 
caught lots of big largemouths relat¬ 
ing to main-river wing dams, sand 
drops, and island points in summer. 
This bite only gets better as rivers 
cool in fall. Bass make more use of 
back-channel wing dams and clos¬ 
ing dams in fall as well, as they shift 
toward wintering areas on northern 
rivers. These rock structures create 
deep scour holes close to shallow 
sandflats that make good sanctu¬ 
ary areas for winter bass." 

As in most river fishing, Feider 
generally casts upstream to work his 
rig toward fish nosing upstream into 
current. Check depths around clos¬ 
ing dams and other structures, and 
avoid spots made too shallow by 
sand or siltation. Bass favor deeper 
cuts formed by current, often run¬ 
ning close to the bank. "I use a Zoom 
Speed Craw or a 6-inch lizard on a 
short leader, just 12 to 18 inches," he 
says. "You need control of the lure in 
current, which means a short leader. 
It also makes it easier to detect bites." 
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Presentation Pointers 

Not many softbaits are unsuit¬ 
able for some form of Carolina rig¬ 
ging, though those that require 
a steady, upbeat retrieve to move 
action appendages aren't good 
choices. So, flappin' craws, swim- 
baits, and paddletail or buzz-tail 
worms are best saved for other 
applications. Similarly, line choice 
is pretty wide open and subject to 
personal preference and budget. 
I continue to use 20-pound low- 
stretch mono or fluorocarbon for 
most applications, switching to a 
braid mainline only when bass are 
unusually deep or bites are hard to 
detect. Reducing the strength of the 
leader helps salvage the bulk of the 
rig when you snag it up. Fifteen- 
pound fluorocarbon is ideal for a 
standard leader material in most 
cases. Where double-digit bass are 
present, I upsize to 25-pound mono 
with a 20-pound leader. 

Straight, finesse-style worms 
and "French fries" make fine 
choices, as they fall horizontally 
and slowly, and are hard for bass 
to refuse. While 3-inch models like 
Zoom's French Fry are all-around 
favorites, my pick for big bites is the 


Ring Fry from Lake Fork Tackle. It 
falls with a slight wiggle and bank¬ 
ers seem to like its ribbed body and 
garlicky flavor. 

Where filamentous algae, black 
grime, or zebra mussels coat the 
bottom, a floating lure can glide 
above it, offering an easy target for 
bass in the area. Z-Man's ElaZtech 
material fits this bill, available in 
dozens of shapes. Over the years. 
I've used floating lizards, but they 
seem to have been discontinued, 
likely a result of neglect of Carolina 
rigging in general. 

The classic sinker was a 3/4- 
ounce lead bullet, and it's still 
my favorite. Some anglers have 
switched to tungsten for reduced 
size and the potential to make more 
sound as this material is pulled 
across hard bottoms. And I do con¬ 
sider this factor when Carolina-rig- 
ging for smallmouths. They seem 
more interested in and attracted to 
random clicks than largemouths. 
When targeting smallmouths, I 
often add a round brass clicker 
between the bead and the weight, 
to increase sound. But losing a $9 
sinker to a snag isn't fun, though 
pros sponsored by sinker compa¬ 
nies have no such concerns. 

Carolina-rigging is admit¬ 
tedly an "old-timey" technique 
but one that can outperform 
others throughout the season. 
If you've stowed your barrel 
swivels, beads, and 3/4-ounce 
sinkers, it's time to dig them 
out and get into the swing of 
things. ■ 

*Steve Quinn is a former In-Fisher- 
man Senior Editor and now a Field 
Editor, and has written articles on 
bass topics for In-Fisherman publi¬ 
cations for over 30 years. 


» Carolina rigging 
represents the epitome of 
power-fishing with finesse. 
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Dappled light penetrated the canopy, tossing patches here and there across 

the forest floor. Some reached the little stream we followed, occasionally illuminating a small 
brook trout. We fished all the way to the mouth on Michigan's Muskegon River, and pitched spin¬ 
ners into the comparably massive flow there. And 1 caught my first small mouth bass. 



It wasn't a giant—probably less than 2 pounds. But 
river bass pump iron. They battle current every day. It 
fought so much harder than the largemouths I chased in 
area lakes that I figured it must be one of the river's larger 
brown trout. Laying at my feet on the sandy bank, I was 
disappointed by its size but intrigued by its spirit. 

So, about half a century ago, my hunt for bronze 
bass began. It took me down the Muskegon in a canoe 
with my college friend, Gary Kramer. We caught some¬ 
thing like 120 bass on a half day drift—all on #3 Mepps 
Spinners. None were over 4 pounds, but they bit aggres¬ 
sively, leapt high, and battled like something from salt 
water. I was gut hooked. 

Next came Northport on Grand Traverse Bay in a 
canoe, where 5-pound bronze bass were already com¬ 
mon. Then Waugoshance Point in Wilderness Park, one 
of the most remote areas in Michigan's Lower Peninsula. 
Hiking and wading at Waugoshance, 
anglers can leave feeling disappointed 
if they caught fewer than 100 small- 
mouths. When topwaters couldn't score, 
those shallow, rocky flats taught me 
the importance of weightless plastics— 

Texas-hooked worms and soft jerks with¬ 
out sinkers, twitched and slithered along 
over broken granite. 

Helplessly curious by then—and 
an inveterate scofflaw—I began fishing 
smallmouths on local lakes at ice-out, long 
before bass season opened. Catch-and- 
release only, but I had to know how smal- 
lies responded to cold water. If the statute 
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of limitations isn't up, Michigan's DNR enforcement folks 
should know it was A1 and Ron Lindner's fault. Early In- 
Fisherman segments on cold-water bass fishing had me 
sitting in front of the TV every Saturday morning with a 
pot of coffee, a pen, and a notebook. Other than Billy West¬ 
morland's book. Them OV Brown Fish, and the articles of 
In-Fisherman and Fishing Facts, those TV shows were the 
only expert guidance I could find. Books on largemouths 
were common, but smallmouths were nowhere near the 
darlings of the angling world they are today. So classrooms 
were small, professors were few, and I was constrained to 
my home state as I paid my way through college. 

But, with A1 and Ron's help, I found ice-out bass either 
hugging the base of a break at 15 to 24 feet, or cruising 
around on spawning flats beyond the lip of the same 
break. And they couldn't resist a stand-up bucktail jig 
tipped with a Mann's Sting Ray grub, or a black Lindy 

Fuzz-E-Grub tipped with an Uncle Josh 
Spin Strip, dragged, paused, and tickled 
across bottom. 

From each lake, river, and stream in 
each season of the year, lessons kept pil¬ 
ing up. Heading to Canada alone in 1976, 
car stuffed with tackle and camping 
gear for a party of four that would fol¬ 
low two days later, visions of trout fillets 
sizzling in butter danced in my head, 
making me veer off 1-95 in the Upper 
Peninsula. Suddenly I was camping on 
the Two Hearted River with just a fry¬ 
ing pan and some oil. But I was confi¬ 
dent. Pathetically overconfident, in fact. 



PHOTO (ABOVE)// MICHAEL PELIN, DREAMSTIME.COM 









The day ended with no trout in the 
creel. The next morning, skunked 
again, in a state of shocked disbe¬ 
lief compounded by agonizing hun¬ 
ger, I jumped in the Chevy and made 
for the nearby Tahquamenon River, 
armed with a spinning rod and an 
Original Floating Rapala. 

Wading into the big pool below 
the Lower Falls, I was amazed to see 
two anglers backtrolling for wall¬ 
eyes, another casting big plugs for 
muskies, and a fly fisherman pursu¬ 
ing brown trout in the rapids. Tak¬ 
ing it all in, I heard a commotion 
behind me. Smallmouths were hit¬ 
ting the surface right where I waded 



by MATT STRAW* 



Places to Remember 

With college in the rear-view mir¬ 
ror, my smallmouth classroom began 
to expand. After becoming an edi¬ 
tor for In-Fisherman in 1991 it encom¬ 
passed the entire continent. My quest 
for the Holy Grail of Bass Tail took 
me from lakes atop the high pla¬ 
teau of Nova Scotia's Cape Breton 
Island overlooking the Atlantic to 
the Columbia River near the Pacific. 



in, a mere 10 feet away. Drifting and 
twitching the Rap over that spot 
quickly put two 18-inchers in the 
creel and back to camp I went. To 
this day, those are the only small¬ 
mouths I've ever tasted. And they 
were excruciatingly delicious. 

During that same trip to Can¬ 
ada, Ted Fenlon's native guides made 
bannock and disappeared into the 
forest—something they did once a 
year—leaving him undermanned. 
So he asked me to guide a party of 
anglers from Tennessee. Somewhere 
in the backwaters of a huge North 
Ontario reservoir I made a wrong 
turn. We were hopelessly lost. I kept 
that to myself, but spotted some reeds 
surrounding a rockpile. I handed my 
"clients" weedless hooks, told them to 
nose a big shiner and pitch it into the 
reeds. Some doberman-sized small¬ 
mouths came into the boat, I found a 
way out of there without raising suspi¬ 
cions, got them home for supper, and a 
love affair with reeds and rocks began. 


» Matt Straw, with 
In-Fisherman since 1991, was 
inducted into the Freshwater 
Fishing Hall of Fame in 2019. 


From the northern edge of their range 
in Ontario, Manitoba, and Quebec to 
Pickwick and Wilson in the South, 
lessons were delivered by guides, 
locals, and pros on the best methods 
for taking Them OT Brown Fish in 
their neck of the woods. 

Professor Westmorland had his 
Hoss Flies—hair jigs he tied and 
tipped with pork rind. "You don't do 
anything except cast this lure and let 
it fall on a tight line," he wrote. "This 
lets the jig and rind 'swim' deeper on 
an angle toward your boat." 

Most methods for smallmouths 
are universal and all but timeless. 
Westmorland also wrote about 
twitching floating Rapalas and 
poppers on top, and gurgling Arbo- 
gast Jitterbugs across the surface 
at night He liked to bang Bomber 
crankbaits off rocks. Some things 
never change. At least until pres¬ 
sure rears its ugly head. 









I've lived on the Mis¬ 
sissippi River since mov¬ 
ing to Minnesota in 1991, 
when I immediately intro¬ 
duced myself to the river's 
smallmouth population. 

The first day out, my wrist 
ached from hauling on a 
bevy of bass averaging over 
3 pounds. For more than a 
decade, the best thing to do 
all summer on the Missis¬ 
sippi was twitch a Rapala 
or popper on top. And the 
thing to do in September 
and October was to bang a 
Bomber 6A or Storm Short 
Wart off rocks, then go 
back through productive 
spots with a hair jig tipped with pork 
or a plastic craw, ala Westmorland. 
But in the past decade, it has become 
increasingly difficult to get a good 
bite going with cranks in the Missis¬ 
sippi. And those hair jigs I once used 
haven't been bit at all for years. 

Pressure came home to roost as 
the popularity of smallmouths began 
to soar. By 1998, the year Tim Dawid- 
iuk and I won the Sturgeon Bay 
Open pitching clown-pattern Rapala 
Flusky Jerks, we were using fluo¬ 
rocarbon leaders for everything. In 
the ensuing decade, finishing in the 
top ten several times, we dropped to 
4-pound line and 8-foot rods to rifle 
jigworms and jig-grub combos a half 
mile from the boat in the spectacu¬ 
larly clear-blue waters of Lake Mich¬ 
igan. Because if we didn't do that, we 
couldn't even see the winner's circle. 
Suspending baits remained a staple. 



» Joe Balog on his old 
home waters of Lake 
St. Clair. 


but a clown pattern became all but 
worthless. Natural colors rule. 

In those years, the Great Lakes 
became the epicenter of the small¬ 
mouth world. In 1994, Lake Erie 
produced a 9.98-pounder for Kevin 
VanDam's brother, Randy—the big¬ 
gest bronze bass seen anywhere in 
many years. The Husky Jerk, des¬ 
tined to become one of the great 
smallmouth lures of all time, was 
introduced the following year. But, 
at the time, dragging tubes was the 
thing to do on Erie. My friend Joe 
Balog won more money on Erie than 
any other pro dragging tubes, drop- 
shotting, cranking with deep-divers, 
twitching jerkbaits, and other tactics 
we wrote about together. Naturally, 
I liked to visit him whenever possi¬ 
ble, and he reintroduced me to Lake 
St. Clair—one of the hottest small¬ 
mouth fisheries on earth. 


>Just Go There 

Niagara River, New York/Ontario 

Green Bay, Wisconsin 
Columbia River, Oregon/Washington 
Rainy Lake, Minnesota/Northwest Ontario 
Lake Erie, Ohio-Pennsylvania/New York/Ontario 
Lake St. Clair, Michigan/Ontario 
Lake Champlain, New York/Vermont 
John Day River, Oregon 
Chequamegon Bay, Wisconsin 
Grand Traverse Bay, Michigan 
Mississippi River, Minnesota/Wisconsin 
Tahquamenon River, Michigan 
Muskegon River, Michigan 



The Great Lakes are 
simply smallmouth facto¬ 
ries. From atop the Sleeping 
Bear Dunes, looking out 
over Lake Michigan, every 
shade of blue known to 
man can be seen on sunny 
days. How many small¬ 
mouths are down there? 
Thousands? Millions? Turn 
180 degrees and you're 
looking at Kevin Van- 
Dam country—his favor¬ 
ite smallmouth haunts 
extending all the way to Alpena on 
Lake Huron, where he won the Major 
League Fishing General Tire Sum¬ 
mit Cup in 2014 with 39 bass weigh¬ 
ing over 81 pounds. Between the 
Dunes and Alpena lies the Indian 
River, where the state-record small¬ 
mouth was taken in 2016—another 
9.98-pound behemoth. If any place 
on earth can be called premier small¬ 
mouth real estate, this is it. 

Great Lakes smallmouth coun¬ 
try extends all the way to Lake Supe¬ 
rior, where my friend Chris Beeksma 
guides for bass on Chequamegon Bay. 
Only one bass can be kept per angler 
per day, and it has to be 22 inches or 
bigger. A1 Lindner once told me he 
spotted the biggest smallmouth he'd 
ever seen in his life on the Bay, and 
7-pound fish just might be more com¬ 
mon there than anywhere else. 

After touring the continent, I pre¬ 
fer going back home for smallmouths. 

When asked where to go for 
bass, I always recommend 
the clear water, gorgeous 
scenery, and massive small¬ 
mouth schools of the Great 
Lakes first—but fond memo¬ 
ries and great fishing extend 
coast-to-coast. 

River Rat 

After moving to north 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, in 
1979,1 discovered the Rogue 
River, which empties into 
the Grand River less than 
5 minutes from my apart¬ 
ment. The DNR mistakenly 
stocked this tributary—8 
miles long from the dam in 
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Rockford to the Grand—twice with 
steelhead the year I moved there— 
a total of 1 million fish. For years to 
come, it was like Little Alaska. Nat¬ 
urally, the Rogue became a favorite 
playground, and it was there I began 
to piece together how river small- 
mouths operate. 

Never caught a smallmouth in 
the Rogue during a steelhead run, 
which ends in April. But by mid- 
June, smallmouths were thick in 
the little river every year, flocking 
in from the Grand. Every summer, 
smallmouth fishing was spectacular. 
It seemed, even in that densely-pop¬ 
ulated county, the Rogue's migrant 
bass swam entirely under everyone's 
radar. And by October, when steel¬ 
head began to arrive, the bronze bass 
were back in the mother ship, hug¬ 
ging bottom in the Grand's 20-foot 
holes through the winter. Things that 
make you say hmmm. 

Being an inveterate river rat, I fol¬ 
lowed migrations of trout, salmon, 
and steelhead for years. The need for 
river fish to migrate to and from sea¬ 
sonal habitats is another universal, 
applying to everything from panfish 
to carp to pike to catfish to muskies 
and smallmouth bass. Smallmouths 
up north need about 20 feet of water 
overhead and vastly reduced current 
to survive the winter. Down south, 
not so much—though seasonal move¬ 
ments still might apply. 

Smallmouths in migration on 
the Upper Mississippi were found 
by applying what steelhead teach 
us: Bass migrate upstream on the 
inside of a bend, and migrate down¬ 
stream in the middle of the river or 
on the outside of a bend, wherever the 
best current breaks with the 
most abundant forage exist. 
Migrating fish find the path 
of least resistance and all use 
it. If you find smallmouths 
holding on a spot, every 
group that comes down after 
that will use that spot. Those 
spots change year-to-year, 
depending on forage abun¬ 
dance, substrate changes 
caused by floods, fallen trees, 
river levels, and several other 
factors. 


»Mark Davis 
working over those 
amazing Niagara 
River smallmouths. 


Smallmouths were 
just becoming popular 
with a lot of anglers, and 
many had yet to consider 
movement between sea¬ 
sonal habitats. The John 
Day River flows through 
high arid country in 
northern Oregon. It is ridiculously 
thick with bronze bass. Not many top 
4 pounds, but the action is constant. 
I shared what I learned about small¬ 
mouth migrations with Steve Flem¬ 
ing of Mah-Hah Outfitters, and light 
bulbs went off. An excellent angler 
and guide, Fleming was happy to 
know just a little bit more about find¬ 
ing smallmouths in migration. 

Big smallmouths were a rela¬ 
tively new phenomenon for Tetu 
Lodge on the Winnipeg River in 
Manitoba when I visited there in the 
1990s. Guides were hungry for infor¬ 
mation about how bass responded to 
changing seasons, and what meth¬ 
ods might produce as well or better 
than a jig tipped with a minnow. Sim¬ 
ilar experiences punctuated the Bass 
Tail Grail quest all across the coun¬ 
try. Suddenly, people were anxious to 
learn more about smallmouth move¬ 
ments and tactics. 

Today, most bass anglers know 
smallmouths move between seasonal 
habitats in every environment. Guides 
on the Niagara River certainly don't 
need any help, but anyone interested 
in smallmouths should simply go 



» Allan Ranson on 
the Niagara. 



there. Two springs past, fishing with 
Mark Davis of BigWater Adventures 
and Allan Ranson of Strike King, we 
put 86 smallmouths in the boat in one 
afternoon, dragging Strike King Rage 
Swimmers on football heads and jig¬ 
ging with bladebaits. We only fished 
a 200-yard stretch of river Davis had 
worked over every day for 12 days 
prior. The number of smallmouths 
under the gorgeous aqua-blue, tur¬ 
quoise water of the Niagara on that 
spot was incalculable, but one thing is 
certain—they migrated up river from 
Lake Ontario where, near the mouth, 
one angler in our group boated two 
smallies over 7 pounds as they staged 
before moving up. 

River bass haunt my dreams. 
Asleep, I occasionally visit familiar 
pools in a river I dreamed up long 
ago. I've been there in all the sea¬ 
sons. I know where the fish hold, 
where to cast, which lure to pitch, 
how to work it, and the techniques 
are always something learned from 
someone somewhere along the way 
on real waters loaded with small¬ 
mouth bass. 

A half century of classes taught 
by some of the best guides, 
pros, and anglers in the 
country. With open-air 
classrooms surrounded by 
forests, deserts, and moun¬ 
tains no less. It's been a 
long, memorable journey 
from that sun-dappled bank 
on the Muskegon. And it's 
not over yet. ■ 

*Matt Straw was an 
In-Fisherman staff editor for over 
20 years and now serves as a 
Field Editor. He’s an outstanding 
writer and multispecies angler 
with specialties in smallmouths, 
steelhead, and panfish. 
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The water flattens under a void of wind and a high sun. The sonar 

screen reveals a Dead Sea. Nothing on structure. Nothing suspended. Could be time 

to use eyes instead of electronics. 





"You never mark high fish, but when the sun 
is high and seas are flat, you see little arches," 
says Captain Steve Becker, owner of Walleye 
Tech Guide Service. "That's when I look over 
the side. You can actually see minnows in the 
top few feet of the water column. I'm thinking 
it's the plankton blooming up high in those con¬ 
ditions. Minnows are following plankton right 
to the surface. That's a perfect time to run spin¬ 
ner rigs up high. When you see minnows on 
top, that's when this program works." 

How high is high? "About 5 feet down," 
Becker says. Walleyes 5 feet down, in the mid¬ 
dle of a calm, sunny, summer day? Five feet 
down is smack in the middle of the blasphemy 
zone. 

But it turns out other walleye pros and 
guides not only target the top of the water col¬ 
umn in summer, it's the first area they target 
on calm, sunny days. "Up around Hayward, 
Wisconsin, it's a phenomenon I've found to 
be true," says Captain Derek Boeger (Boeger's 
Guide Service). "The biggest fish of the day 
these days tends to be a 'ghost.' You can't mark 
them, they're spooky, and they're hard to find. 
The Great Lakes have bigger populations, and 


» Captain Mark Martin, walleye pro 
and fishing educator, says when 
walleyes are high, he uses spinners 
95 percent of the time. 
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it's easier to pin down. But if you 
start believing your eyes and vari¬ 
ous little clues, I think ghosts can be 
found in almost any lake." 

Famous walleye pro Mark Mar¬ 
tin calls it the rule. "I've utilized 
that pattern many times," Martin 
says. "If you're not seeing fish on 
structure, the best thing to do is 
pull something through the top of 
the water column—no lower than 
10 feet. If you're marking thou¬ 
sands on bottom and catching only 
one or two an hour—it keeps you 
down there because you caught one, 
but you should be catching a ton. 
They're feeding up above. Try the 
top 10 feet. It's a rule. That's where 
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Old Game, 
New Spinner 

Tricks 



JB Lures 
BackT Back 
Crawler Harness 
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the active fish will be." 


PK Lures 
Wobbler 




PK Lures 
Vortex 



Spinners on High 

"The best bites I've ever had hap¬ 
pened after finding walleyes within 
15 feet of the surface," Martin says. 
"It's the most explosive action for 
numbers and size you can ask for. I 
use spinners 95 percent of the time 
up high, weighted with in-line sink¬ 
ers when seas are flat and up to a 
2-foot chop. I use clip-on wights 
when it's rougher. Clip-ons are more 
effective at reducing the surge effect 
when placed 8 to 12 feet ahead of the 
bait—which depends on the length 
of your rod. 

"Spinners are the most effec¬ 
tive option up high," Martin says. 
"Cranks work up high, too. But spin¬ 
ners have smell, rattle, flash, thump, 
blade-against-bead noise—you have 
so much going on. A live 'crawler has 
so much more going for it. Cranks 
blow spinner rigs out of the water 
sometimes, though, and the best ones 
up high are jerkbaits. I like the Rapala 
Husky Jerk because it has a lot of wob¬ 
ble. And you can use a Husky Jerk 25 
feet behind boards and Stern Planers 
and it's down only 6 feet or so, making 
it a tad stealthier in bright clear water. 
And it hovers right where it is during 
a stall on the inside of a turn." 


Northland Tackle 
Butterfly Wingnut 





Northland 
Tackle Butterfly 
Blade Float’n 
Harness 
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Drag a jig behind a board? Oh, yeah-especially if it has a spinner blade. 
Lure designer Pat O'Grady came up with the PK Lures Vortex spinner rig 
with a weird angled blade and two swivels to combat line twist. Curt Reeff, 
owner of PK, decided to attach the blade to the new PK Spin-A-Jig, Pull¬ 
ing that as your rig means longer, stealthier leads and less weight on the 
line, "It's great for staying up high in the water column," Reeff says, "The 
Vortex blade on both lures spins freely and puts off a ton of vibration We 
also introduced the PK Wobbler with Mustard Slow Death hooks. The foam 
float has an action that moves side-to-side and is great for keeping bait 
high for suspended fish or up over the weeds," 

Dan De Jaeghere, Mission Tackle LLC, recently acquired JB Lures 
and already launched a couple new spinner rigs, "Our Montana Blade 
and Back T Back Rigs have patented blades made of virtually weight¬ 
less, flexible plastic," he says, "The Back T Back is a propeller style, 
while the Montana is a corkscrew style with 'shapeshifting technology'— 
the blade stretches back to form a 3D look to your rig. Both perform well 
at slow speeds, and both are available in both Slow Death and 2-hook 
Crawler Harness," 

Northland Tackle added a few new wrinkles to the old spinner game, 
too. The Wingnut and Butterfly Series of pre-tied rigs includes tandem- 
hook, single hook, and Slo-Death versions. These blades continue to 
spin at about a quarter of a mile per hour, Wingnut blades are off-bal¬ 
ance, cashew-shaped polycarbonates that produce erratic, walleye- 
bewildering action. 
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} Deployment Tools 




Church Tackle 
Stern Planer 


Luhr-Jensen 
Dipsy Diver 


Becker agrees—spinners tend 
to rule in the walleye stratosphere. 
"One day in a tournament, Martin 
and I brought in 46 pounds fishing 
way up high with spinners," Becker 
said. "The very first time we tried it, 
we caught a walleye. As days warm 
up in summer, walleyes come up. 
Happens throughout the entire day. 
If it's 89°F and dead calm, you're 
thinking tough bite. Maybe it will 
be, but maybe it's because you're 
fishing too deep." 

Becker uses 1/2-ounce sinkers 
20 feet back behind an Off-Shore 
in-line board. "It's a 4:1 ratio with 
1/2 ounce at speeds of 1.2 to 1.5 
mph," he says. "I love 1.2 to 1.5, but 
the 'crawler has to be strung abso¬ 
lutely straight, nose first at 1.5— 
almost like tuning a crankbait. 
Leader length to the weight is 4 
to 6 feet, which is 20 feet behind a 
board or planer on 10-pound Berk¬ 
ley XT with 9.5-foot rods. I like the 


1/2-ounce Bass Pro Shops XPS Fish- 
Head Keel Weight. It looks like a 
fish. It's long, narrow, and tracks 
true. It adds swivels to the equa¬ 
tion to combat line twist. A round 
sinker can roll over on itself. When 
cottonwood fluff slides down the 
line I want a small split shot or 
bead 5 feet or so ahead of that in¬ 
line sinker." 

The outside board is the one 
used to tow high-riding spinner 
rigs. "Walleyes cruising in that 5- 
to 10-foot zone spook to the sides," 
Becker says. "If it's flat and they're 
spooky I run the mini board or 
Church Tackle Stern Planers. About 
one day in four a Stern Planer out- 
fishes boards because it gets far¬ 
ther away from the boat. I always 
have them out. I run two in-line 
boards and four Stern Planers a lot. 
They work better when it's choppy. 
I put BBs in some and always run 
one with rattles and one without. 


Wave action changes the action of 
the crawler harness, pulling it up 
and down." 

Martin designed the Stern 
Planer. "At over 300 feet behind the 
boat. Stern Planers are farther from 
the boat than anything off to the 
side," he says. "That's what really 
shines up high. It's back there dis¬ 
turbing plankton and turning min¬ 
now schools out in no-man's land. 
One should be back 300 feet and 
the next one 350 feet back. At 50 
feet apart they can't tangle up. I 
run them on 11.5-foot rods placed 
on the back corners of the transom. 
Same weight, distance, and speed 
ratios work that work with boards. 
I like a 1-ounce weight because it's 
so simple. A spinner rig 25 feet back 
at 1.5 mph is 10 feet down. To reach 
15 feet put it back 42 feet and to get 
down 20 go 66 feet back. For every 
5 feet of depth add about 20 feet 
to the distance behind a board or 
Stern Planer. 

"And you can catch walleyes in 
the top 15 feet with Luhr-Jensen 
Dipsy Divers on 20- to 30-pound 
Berkley FireLine," he says. "That 
can take the place of your inside 
board, going out to the side 30 to 45 
feet to target the top 12 to 15 feet of 
the water column. That eliminates 
the need for weight, so you have no 
sinker on the line. Take the plastic 
ring off the rim and Dipsy Divers 
don't dive as deep and get farther 
from the boat." 

In smaller lakes, Boeger thinks 
walleyes can rise out of 30 to 45 feet 
of water for high lines. "They're 
coming up to within 5 feet of the 
surface and grabbing that spin¬ 
ner," he says. According to Martin, 
if a walleye caught 5 feet down is 
held in the livewell during a tour¬ 
nament and needs to be fizzed, it's 
a sure sign they're rising more than 
25 feet to bite. 

"Crawlers, leeches, minnows— 
every kind of livebait works," 
Martin says. "Whatever the sea¬ 
son demands. But when baitfish, 
sheepshead, panfish, and other 
things are pecking away, go to 
Berkley Gulp! Crawlers. When I 
run out of bait in tournaments, I put 
artificial softbaits on. They keep 
biting on it and suddenly you've got 
a school of minnows following the 
lure, attracting more predators." 


> Weighting Systems 



keel weight 
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Double Trouble 

"I run double spinner blade rigs 
up high a lot/' Martin says. "Colo¬ 
rado or Indiana blades tend to work 
best in the top 10 feet because of 
their lift. I often run twin willow- 
leaf blades at 20 feet or deeper. Twin 
blades push more water and dou¬ 
ble up on thump. It takes two to get 
the attention of bigger fish some¬ 
times. For me, downsizing is drop¬ 
ping back to one blade, You've got 
to use a couple ball-bearing swivels 
or you've got a big wad of crawler 
harness. Sometimes I tie in two or 
three Berkley ball-bearing swivels, 
especially with #6 blades. In order 
to keep the rig running right with 
#6 blades, use three ball-bearing 
swivels spaced out—the first one 
a foot or two above the spinner, 
another one 8 inches up and so on. 
I run an 8-foot snell behind a bot¬ 
tom bouncer or in-line sinker most 
of the time. In open water up high, 
an 8-foot snell with a 10-foot rod 
allows you to efficiently take off the 
board, reel up to the clip-on weight, 
and net the fish." 

When fishing on bottom or in 
snaggy areas, Martin cuts back to 
a 2.5-foot snell. "Walleyes will hit 
the bottom bouncer down there," 
he says. "I don't mind having it 
that close. The rig has less room 
to waft around and get in trouble. 
Up high in open water, an 8-foot 
snell is more stealthy and it can 
waft around with more freedom of 
movement." 

He always uses a metal clevis. 
"Metal turns at slower speeds, but 
watch the line for chafing," he says. 
"The number of beads between 
hook and clevis depends on size of 
blade. From the top hook, pile on 


} Holographic Blades 


Cabela’s Holographic 
Colorado Spinner 
Blade 


Northland Tackle 
Baitfish Image Blade 




just enough beads so the bottom of 

the blade comes just shy of the hook 
when the rig is held vertically. Use 
the same amount of beads between 
blades. I alternate green, purple, yel¬ 
low, and red beads. That's my Tutti- 
Fruiti pattern. With Northland 
Baitfish Image holographic blades, 
it works everywhere I go. There's 
something about holographic blades 
walleyes can't forgive." 

Side-finding sonar can spot fish 
in the top 5 to 10 feet if you know 
what to look for. "Side-scan can spot 
'em," Martin says. "Just a shadow 
forms when they're suspended. 
If you see what looks like a white 
piece of rice, they're on bottom. But 
the sun shines on one side and you 
see shadow—those cool electron¬ 
ics today can give you clues about 
when and where to try up high." 

Becker uses electronics to hook 
fish. "You watch the back of the 
board," he says. "If it's rocking dif¬ 
ferent than the others, something's 
nipping. One thing I do different 
than most people is set hooks with 
boat control. I set the trolling motor 
at 50 percent to steer and use the 
kicker for consistent speed. A lot of 
times walleyes are just mouthing it 
and you're getting nippers. About 


90 percent of the time with 'crawl¬ 
ers, when I see that board go back, 
I hit the rabbit button on the troll¬ 
ing motor. It jumps to 100 percent 
and it causes nippers to commit, or 
if they're on it the hook gets set. 

"Typically, with a board slip¬ 
ping back 1 to 3 feet, turn at a 
40-degree away from the biter. It 
sets the hook and swings it behind 
outside boards. I turn straight then 
back in a 40-degree turn in the 
opposite direction. If fish aren't 
committing, it's another tool in 
the box. Additional speed helps 
clear the boards, the fish is already 
hooked, and the two turns keep the 
lines from tangling." 

Bright sun over flat-calm water 
can bring on sudden plankton 
blooms, but that's not the only 
thing bringing baitfish up high in 
the water column. When bugs are 
bouncing off your face, slow down 
and look for baitfish dimpling 
the surface, or flashing a few feet 
down. Could be time to pull a spin¬ 
ner through Becker's blasphemy 
zone. ■ 

*ln-Fisherman Field Editor Matt Straw is 
an outstanding angler and decades-long 
writer for In-Fisherman publications. 
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■-You might regard muskie fishing, as I do, as a minor act of rebellion. Or, 

depending on how you look at things, a desperate measure. After all, you're choosing to fling 
a potential chomp of food out into an abyss that on the optimistic side might harbor a single 
muskie for every five acres of water. The odds go sideways when 10 boats chop up a cab¬ 
bage bed, 20 baits all vying for the same handful of muskies. Either way, the dilemma never 
changes: Is it better fish a proven lure or something different, perhaps something that hasn't 

left your box since 1982? 


Or, sometimes, you find yourself on the front edge of 
an emerging trend and experience one of those rare min¬ 
iature versions of a muskie rampage. For a friend and 
I, it happened somewhere around the early 1990s, hav¬ 
ing recently acquired a couple of new, highly touted sur¬ 
face baits. I don't recall the year when Poe's unleashed its 
Giant Jackpot on the muskie world, but the bait created 
a stir among topwater enthusiasts, who quickly discov¬ 
ered the allure of walk-the-dog retrieves for big green 
fish. On a particular evening, with a rising blood moon 
as a backdrop and a palpable midsummer buzz in the 
air, we encountered a muskie population that angrily 
gashed and attacked our baits for almost two hours— 
culminating in back-to-back 48- and 51-inchers. 


New and Old Testament Topwaters 

Within a year, it seemed, the early magic of the Jack¬ 
pot had already faded, countless anglers having caught on 
to the magic of the maddening surface dance. Then, a few 
seasons back. Grant Olguin of Black Dog Baits sent me a 
few Lunker Punkers—a wooden, trout-shaped walk-the- 
dog lure that carved the water with some of the sweetest 
surface music I'd ever seen. The allure of walking-the-dog 
magic seemed to start all over again. The first time I fished 
the Punker, I knew it would get eaten by muskies, the lure 
having already become a hot commodity for giant large- 
mouths and striped bass in the western U.S. 

Although the hooks needed to be beefed up to 
5/0 VMC 9650s, Olguin's Punker had a seemingly 


Forgotten Lures 

(OR TEMPORARILY OVERLOOKED) 
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Giant Jackpot 




by CORY SCHMIDT* 


Musky Shop 
Creepin’ Catch 



overlooked accoutrement that's 
become a new standard strike 
inducement on surface lures and jerk- 
baits. The Lunker Punker includes a 
tail treble hook garnished with yel¬ 
low hackle feathers. I'm not aware of 
any commercially produced feath¬ 
ered treble hooks in 3/0 to 6/0 sizes 
sold as accessories, but they're easy 
to make. Simply wrap three or four 
3-inch-long hackle feathers onto the 
shank of a hook with heavy fly-tying 
thread and finish with a dab of dura¬ 
ble head cement. I use 400-denier Big 
Fly Thread or 6/0 Predator Thread 
and Loon Outdoors Head Cement, 
all available through JS Fly Fishing. 

It's a stretch to call the Punker a 
forgotten muskie lure when it's never 
really been discovered by muskie 
anglers to begin with. But that first 


evening, the lure produced a 49-incher 
on pressured water, and has been 
gashed by many good fish since. The 
Punker might be the smoothest, easi- 
est-to-walk surface lure ever created. 
Fish it with slow, deliberate swoosh- 
swoosh motions or slightly faster 
pop-pop-pop moves. Its propensity 
to sit low in the water, slightly on its 
side, shows muskies the body profile 
of a dying fish, which also increases 
its chances of being eaten rather than 
blown out of the water. 

The only other surface lures I can 
think of that move with such organic 
realism certainly qualify for clas¬ 
sic but often forgotten status. In 1978, 
Terry Moulton of Chippewa Falls, 


Wisconsin, created the Hawg Wobbler. 
Whether or not Moulton of Mouldy's 
Tackle patterned the Hawg Wobbler 
after earlier creeper-style baits, includ¬ 
ing the Heddon Crazy Crawler, LeB- 
oeuf Creeper, and HiFin Creeper, the 
Wobbler moved and sounded slightly 
different. While vintage 1940s creep¬ 
ers waddled across the surface with 
opposing metal flanges or flappers, 
the Hawg Wobbler has a single metal 
lip and a single body segment to swim 
in a rhythmic serpentine fashion, like 
something alive that might risk its life 
crossing the river. The joint creates a 
clacking and knocking sound while a 
small tail propeller coughs up a sub¬ 
tle bubble trail, which muskies use as 
a visual aid in tracking prey. 

Part of the reason the lures have 
faded from popular muskie culture, I 
suspect, relates to the speeds at which 
creepers need to be retrieved. While 
it's comfortable to quickly retrieve 
a tail-spinning bait such as a Top 


»Don Schwartz often fishes the Bobbie 
Sue, which swims deeper with more 
kickback than the Bobbie Bait, a classic 
that's still triggering big muskies. 







Mouldy’s Hawg Wobbler 
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Raider, you've got to crank a Hawg 
Wobbler painfully slow so it won't roll 
over. On a steady retrieve, the Wob¬ 
bler slowly pitches from side-to-side, 
joints clicking and tailspinner sput¬ 
tering. Other than a particular jerk- 
bait I'll touch on shortly, I can't think 
of a better lure for inciting a response 
from a muskie on a spot. When I've 
located a fish holding on a fallen 
tree, for example, a Hawg Wobbler 
has been the right answer, time and 
time again. Thanks to several special 
muskies it produced for me during 
early outings on the Upper Missis¬ 
sippi River, I suspect it will always be 
my favorite surface bait for rivers. 

"Every time I throw a Hawg Wob¬ 
bler, I wonder again why it took me so 
long to pick one up between casts," 
Dick Pearson told me several years 
ago. "The bait has a hypnotic live 
critter action that nearly breaks your 
heart. It's wonderful for throwbacks 
on followers, too. Legendary muskie 
researcher Bob Strand showed me 
years ago how he carefully bends the 
lip down just slightly to give the lure 
an even more pronounced rocking 
action and a little extra noise." 

Jeremy Smith, an outstanding 
muskie stick and star of Lindner's 
Angling Edge TV, is another Hawg 
Wobbler fan. "It produced my very 
first topwater muskie so it's got a spe¬ 
cial place in my heart," Smith says. 
"It's the one I often tie on when it's 
time to go back at low light to catch 
a fish I've seen earlier. When muskies 
bite the Wobbler, they don't usually 
blow it out of the water, making it bet¬ 
ter-hooking bait. As you're retrieving 


it, it sort of disappears as a muskie 
sips it down. It's got a mystical power 
to call muskies to the surface." 

Dearly Beloved Jerks 

When pressed to call out his 
favorite under-the-radar muskie 
baits. Smith quickly pulls the trigger 
on jerkbaits. Actually, the past few 
years, a lot of great muskie men have 
turned to a favorite old jerk when 
it matters most. The little secret is 
these baits have never left the start¬ 
ing lineups of the best anglers in 


the biz. Don Schwartz rattles cages 
with Bobbie Baits. Dick Pearson, Josh 
Borovsky, and Jeremy Smith cherish 
their Suicks. Borovsky reveres his 
Wade's Wobblers, too. Smith makes 
special note of another "Pearson 
bait," the Drifter Tackle Triple D, 
which he calls a jerkbait disguised 
as a minnowbait. 

"The Triple D is like an X-Rap," 
Smith says, referring to the wildly 
erratic, exceptional bass jerkbait. "You 
work it so it shoots side to side, up and 
down. Put a feathered treble hook on 
the back of the lure and watch what 
happens. It gives the illusion of a big¬ 
ger meal and provides a visual refer¬ 
ence both for muskies and me. With 
nipping fish on the figure-8,1 can see 
the feather go into their mouth, and 
it's like... 'gotcha.' 

"Last October on Eagle Lake, 
Ontario, we were going through 
Bull Dawgs, Jakes, and other 
baits—nothing happening. I tied on 
a Triple D and it started producing 
fish, working some kind of magic. 



» Guide Josh Borovsky likes the slow rise of the 
Wade's Wobbler for suspended muskies and for 
those along deeper vegetation edges. 




Bobbie Bait 





Another trip to the Indian Chain in 
Ontario, we caught a dozen fish on 
the lure. Even with live suckers in 
the boat, the Triple D caught more 
muskies. It's become my favorite 
lure to catch fish during coldwater 
periods." 

Smith says two key tackle details 
deliver mega jerkbait rewards. "A 
few years ago. Guide Luke Ronnes- 
trand caught me using a fluorocar¬ 
bon leader and said I was crazy to 
not be clipping jerkbaits to a stiff 
single-strand leader," he says. "He 
was right. The lure just snaps and 
comes alive with wire, where the 
fluoro leader tends to deaden every¬ 
thing. So, now I tie 6-inch jerkbait 
leaders with 124-pound-test Ameri¬ 
can Fishing Wire stainless-steel sin¬ 
gle-strand wire and a #3 snap." 

He says the second tweak is 
replacing the jerkbait's standard 
treble hook with a 3/0 to 5/0 feath¬ 
ered treble, tied with red, yellow, or 
white hackle feathers. Several extra 
strands of tinsel or Krystal Flash 
add razzle-dazzle. "Definitely some¬ 
thing they like about that feathered 
treble hook," Smith says. "It triggers 
so many extra bites for me that I now 
feel like throwing certain lures with¬ 
out it is a waste of time." 

Josh Borovsky, a talented muskie 
guide who pulls shifts on Minne¬ 
apolis metro lakes and Lake Ver¬ 
milion, Minnesota, to Clear Lake, 
Iowa, makes a case for another 
oldie-but-goodie. "It feels like most 
anglers are sleeping on a bait Tve 



» Skilled muskie stick Jeremy Smith says the Hawg Wobbler has a 
mystical power that calls muskies to the surface. 
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been throwing for about 20 years— 
Wade's Wobbler," he says. "Early 
in the season, I lean on these baits 
while casting on heavily-fished 
metro lakes. The bait shines for get¬ 
ting bites from suspended muskies 
or those on edges of vegetation in 
deeper water. The weighted models 
are especially good because they 
get down there and work if you use 
some hard, fast snaps of the rod. 
The lure doesn't look very sexy, but 
it is one of my best fish catchers." 

Produced by Wade Witt of 
Walker, Minnesota, Wade's Wob¬ 
bler is built with select kiln-dried 
wood for added buoyancy and con¬ 
sistent density. Witt runs brass wire 
through each bait to resist fatigue 
bending and finishes them with six 



Wade’s Wobbler 



coats of paint for durability. To lay 
your hands on one of these bad boys, 
you'll need to go through Reeds 
Sports ( reedssports.com ). 

"The buoyancy of the wood gives 
Wade's Wobbler a very slow rise on 
a long pause," Borovsky says. "If you 
feed the bait some slack it backs up 
and rises backward. On bright days 
when fish are deeper, there's some¬ 
thing cool about that maneuver that 
produces lots of these unique verti¬ 
cal follows from muskies. When they 
do that, if you can make the bait back 
up behind a vertical, up-looking fish, 
they nearly always take a crack at it." 

Another classic jerk that's always 
bypassed, it seems, in favor of a 
Suick, is the old Bobbie Bait, which 
still tricks tough fish, over 80 years 
after Bob Vander Velden carved 
the first one. While the Suick and 
Wade's Wobbler feature a straight- 
on dive and subtle rising action. 
Bob dives head down but walks or 
slashes side-to-side. My friend Don 
Schwartz wields a hybrid home¬ 
made version he calls Bobbie Sue, 
giving it long, evenly spaced down¬ 
ward pulls of the rod to get it diving 
quickly. Constructed of pine, Bobbie 
Sue swims slightly deeper than the 
original Bobbie and offers a 
more pronounced kick-back 
action between jerks. 

Once the bait reaches 
the desired depth of 8 feet 
or so, he pauses it briefly 
to let it rise, tail up. I've 
also watched Schwartz 
trigger shallow fish 
by letting the tail pop 
through the surface before 


o 
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giving it one or two rapid pumps. 
Muskies occasionally chomp the 
bait right on the surface. 

“The Sue is actually another Bob 
Vander Velden design," Schwartz 
says. "But Bob never produced it 
because he was afraid it would 
water down sales of the original 
Bobbie Bait." Years ago, a friend of 
the late Vander Veldon shared the 
Bobbie Sue bait with Schwartz, who 
carved just enough for his own 
fishing. Today, Rollie and Helen's 
Musky Shop ( muskyshop.com ) offers 
Bobbie Sues in limited quantities. 

"The bait has an adjustable tail 
that makes it go deeper than the 
original Bobbie," Schwartz says. 
"That was the original intent with 
the bait, and I suspect Vander 
Velden caught a lot of big fish with 
it while keeping it under wraps. As 
fish start tearing the bait up, the 
wood becomes porous, takes on 
water, and runs even deeper—and 
you catch even more fish with it." 

Micro Cranks 

As I propose the next lure—a 
crankbait—a lot of you might scold 
me for assigning the term "over¬ 
looked" to a Rapala bait. Guilty as 
charged, I suppose, for calling the 
Super Shad Rap a forgotten muskie 
lure. On Green Bay, for example, 
Rapala's bite sized 514-inch crank- 
bait remains a prototypical troll¬ 
ing lure. Captain Bret Alexander 
claims the Super Shad Rap trend 


may have started the day he shared 
the boat with In-Fisherman Editor In 
Chief Doug Stange, and caught six 
fish on Green Bay for an episode of 
In-Fisherman TV. 

"Before that, anglers were 
mostly using bigger, more aggres¬ 
sive trolling baits," Alexander says. 
"Perch and shad on Green Bay run 
close to the same size as a Super 
Shad Rap, and its rolling action 
approximates that of these impor¬ 
tant prey species." 

On Green Bay, Alexander pulls 
Super Shad Raps in 4 to 12 feet of 
water over sand- and mudflats. 
When water temps are 65°F to 70°F, 
he trolls around 3.8 mph, but slows 
to 3.5 mph when temps reach the 
low 60s and slows another tenth of 
a mile per hour for every 5-degree 
drop in water temperature after 
that. He runs baits on a combination 
of planer boards and downlines, 
with various lengths of 100-pound- 
test Sufix Performance Braid and a 
4-foot leader of 80-pound fluorocar¬ 
bon to get baits running from 5 to 10 
feet down. To deflect floating vege¬ 
tation, he sometimes runs a 1-ounce 
in-line weight ahead of the Super 
Shad Rap. Bait colors such as Perch 
and Firetiger produce most of Alex¬ 
ander's muskies. 

For most muskie anglers, how¬ 
ever, the Super Shad Rap remains 
largely off the radar because they 
view it as too small to garner atten¬ 
tion from big fish. I know this 


because I've heard it from several 
famous muskie men over the years. 
Some anglers refer to it as a "sissy 
bait." Alexander, who regularly 
boats 50-inchers, might dispute this. 
Likewise, the past few seasons troll¬ 
ing Eagle, Lac Seul, and Lake of the 
Woods, Ontario, several top anglers, 
including Schwartz and Smith, have 
caught impressive fish with the 
Super Shad Rap. These fish are bit¬ 
ing Super Shad Raps while running 
classic, much larger 10-inch Jakes 
and Believers, side by side. Once 
again. Smith suggests replacing the 
rear treble hook with a feathered 3/0 
(VMC 9650), which conveys the illu¬ 
sion of a larger critter. 

While the Super Shad Rap excels 
while trolling, I also love casting 
one, twitching it, for early-season 
muskies. You can fish it fast, slow, or 
stop-and-start. The newer HD Live 
Smallmouth Bass color has been 
hot the past few seasons, as has the 
bright orange Goldfish pattern, par¬ 
ticularly on highly pressured water, 
which more or less describes every 
muskie lake in America. 

In the end, one angler's forgot¬ 
ten, overlooked, underutilized 
lure is another fisherman's all-time 
favorite. It's muskie fishing. Which 
means every cast is a small act of 
rebellion, perhaps even a desperate 
measure. And we wouldn't have it 
any other way. ■ 

*ln-Fisherman Field Editor Cory 
Schmidt is an outstanding multispecies 
angler and decades-long contributor to 
In-Fisherman publications. 
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Seems to me crappies are content to spend the entire summer and at times, much of 

the fall and winter, swimming around the same aquatic neighborhood. Which makes it all the more 
puzzling why I've so often violated Roland Martin's old axiom: Don't leave fish to find fish, son! 


I could point out a dozen different waters where I've 
made this particular fishing blunder. One instance I'm 
thinking of now is a 500-acre lake I've fished on and off 
for 10 years. In other words, I ought to know better. Early 
in spring, I nearly always find crappies milling around 
in 10 to 15 feet of water, just a couple casts from 5 feet 
and then in emerging lily pads, bulrushes, and various 
submerged greenery farther up into the shallows. On 
warm, sunny days, crappies might swim into a few feet 
of water to thermoregulate and to pluck a few bugs off 
plant stems. 

A month or two after spawning and well into sum¬ 
mer, the mistake I've often made is to run to other parts 
of the lake in search of the very same crappies. During 
one of those 10 Julys or Augusts, I finally figured out the 
fish hadn't moved more than a football field from their 
early spring haunts. Once 5- to 8-foot-tall pondweed 
(cabbage) fields emerged, a lot of the fish had reclaimed 
the same deeper residences they used in early spring. 
Then last October, friends and I landed on a sizable 
crappie school occupying this same 15-foot vegetated 
zone and caught several dozen fish on whatever lure we 
wanted to throw. Beyond summer and fall, I suspect the 
fish also use this location in winter, but because a small 
river courses through the system and we avoid the lake 
during the ice-fishing season, I can't verify my theory. 

By no means am I saying you can fish this deep forest 
every day all summer and find crappies there. Or that the 
pattern works on all lakes. It doesn't, of course. Certain 
days, the crappies simply seem to vanish. But a few days 


to a week later, at least a portion of the population is often 
back home again. Where they go on off days makes for 
an interesting study, though side-imaging and Panoptix 
are helping us gradually realize crappies often move into 
mid-zones that lie between the outside of plant growth 
and the deepest available basin areas. 

Significant in many lakes are transitions from sand 
to muddy silt, which show clearly on side-imaging and 
which typically occur at the base of a drop-off, frequently 
between 22 and 26 feet of water. When crappies shift 
from vegetation 10- to 15-feet deep to the mid-zone tran¬ 
sitions—usually in late June or early July—they become 
models of stability, and you might find a sizable segment 
of the population stationed there until September. Clus¬ 
tered in groups of a few dozen to several hundred fish, 
mid-zone crappies appear to graze on invertebrates and 
zooplankton, tracking along the transition line. 

I believe the base of the drop-off where the transi¬ 
tion occurs acts as something of a filter or collection zone 
for invertebrates. Sonar depicts a sort of boiling cauldron 
of activity here—a thick band of indistinct ooze with 
smaller swarms of life bubbling up 5 to 10 feet above 
bottom. As you move farther out into the lake, the soft 
bottom endures, but the swarms of life become widely 
scattered and the possibility of landing on crappies 
becomes random to remote. 

Factors that prompt outward crappie migrations are 
again, anyone's guess, though days with high and rising 
barometric pressure certainly affect crappies in vegeta¬ 
tion. Heavy boat traffic over vegetated flats can certainly 
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also play a role. Thankfully, unlike 
other seasons, summer can offer 
week-long periods between fronts, 
generating stable, nearly predictable 
patterns, particularly for crappies in 
deeper water. 

The stay-at-home tendencies of 
crappies might not apply perfectly 
to all lakes, particularly large lakes, 
where crappies might move a mile 
or more from their spawning sites. 
In rivers and flowing reservoirs, it 
might not seem to apply at all. But if 
you examine available habitat on 
a broad scale, you often find that 
summer crappie location sim¬ 
ply reflects the best available 
habitat, such as the first main- 
lake flat topped with clumps of 
cabbage outside a spawning 
bay, or brushpiles at the mouth 
of a secondary creek arm. 

In small to medium natural 
lakes, the stay-at-home inclina¬ 
tions of crappies applies more 
often than you'd think, which 
is why when we hit new lakes 
in summer, the best approach to 
finding fish is to begin at likely 
spawning areas and work out¬ 
ward and slightly deeper from 
there. 

In larger spawning bays or 
lakes within large lakes, crap¬ 
pies may not leave those locales all 
year long. On northern portions of 
Lake of the Woods, a reliable way 
to find summer crappies is to motor 
back into what I call a hidden lake. 


by CORY SCHMIDT* 


»If postspawn-into-summer crappies 
aren't where they were yesterday, 
they probably haven't gone too far. 







or relatively small basin connected 
to the main lake via channel or nar¬ 
rows. The best hidden lakes har¬ 
bor expanses of at least 20 feet of 
water, while shallow littoral zones 
sprout emergent and submergent 
vegetation, such as wild rice, pads, 
or rushes with pondweed, coontail, 
elodea, and northern milfoil. Some 
of the best hidden lakes we've found 
feature a broad expanse of shallow 
water at the tail end, formed by a 
feeder creek. 

As a break between casting for 
July muskies, we often sneak back 
into one of these hidden lakes and 
troll small crankbaits or curlytail 
grubs along the outside edge of the 
vegetation or the primary drop-off. 
While trolling, we often encoun¬ 
ter little crappie pods of a dozen or 
more fish suspended 20 feet down 
over 30 feet of water. We'll stop 
and drop Slab Raps or little jigging 
spoons on their crowns, and catch a 
few before continuing to troll. Other 
days, we find clusters of fish hover¬ 
ing around sunken timber in 15 to 
20 feet of water—cover that's obvi¬ 
ous on side-imaging sonar. Finding 
and catching summer crappies in a 
few of these hidden lakes on Lake of 
the Woods is such a slam dunk that 
we more or less take for granted that 
we can always secure a fish dinner 
this way. 

Trolling, 

Strolling, Bombing 

It took me a long time to 
gain confidence in crankbaits 
for crappies, but I now view 
lures like Rapala's Ultra Light 
Shad as primo summertime 
search lures that also trigger 
the largest fish available. Div¬ 
ing 5 feet over 8- to 15-foot 
depths, the Shad dances across 
the upper reaches of aquatic 
plants, where crappies often 
hover. Even if crappies hover 
slightly deeper, they willingly 
ascend to eat the IFi-inch shad 
bait, which also mimics flat¬ 
sided baby bluegills and crap¬ 
pies upon which big crappies 
frequently prey. 

When trolling the Ultra 
Light Shad at 1 to 1.3 mph with 
my Ulterra/iPilot bowmount, I 
twitch the rod tip every 10 to 20 



Rapala Ultra Light Shad 
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Rapala Glass 
Shad Rap 


Neustrom Rig 




seconds on 8-pound Sufix Nanofil 
to make the bait surge forward and 
slowly sink on the pause. A 4-foot 
leader of 6-pound test fluorocarbon 
isn't always necessary, but I like its 
relative transparency for clear lakes 


and its ability to shed debris. One 
super stick for twitch-trolling has 
been a 7-foot 6-inch St. Croix Avid 
(AVS76MLXF2), a medium-light 
spinning rod with an extra-fast tip. 
The tip moves the lure instantly 
while the rod's forgiving mid¬ 
section arcs heavily, protecting 
light line and keeping crappies 
pinned. As with jigging, crap¬ 
pies typically attack the crank- 
bait during the pause or just as 
it resumes its wobble. 

When pulling plugs 
through dense cabbage 
becomes inefficient—or in 
negative-bite scenarios—you 
can continue contacting crap¬ 
pies by trolling slightly slower 
(.5 to .75 mph) with a 1/16- or 
1/8-ounce jighead and a 2- or 
3-inch curlytail. Berkley Power 
Grubs, Garland Stroll'Rs, and 
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Slab Hammer 




»Pro crappie angler 
Dan Dannenmueller 
keys on thermoclines 
with crankbaits for 
midsummer crappies. 
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Yamamoto Grubs are fine crap- 
pie baits in the category, each 
rigged on a VMC Moon Eye 
Jig. Make a long cast behind 
the boat and start moving for¬ 
ward, twitching the rod tip fre¬ 
quently. 

On a parallel path, legend¬ 
ary walleye and crappie guide 
Tom Neustrom has fine-tuned 
an exceptionally effective spin¬ 
ner rig-trolling program over 
the past several decades. "The 
biggest mistake summer crap¬ 
pie anglers make is to go into 
the cabbage and fish too deep 
below the fish," says Neustrom, 
who fishes some of the top tro¬ 
phy crappie lakes in the North. 
"Crappies in cabbage usually 
hover high in the plant tops. 
They're not hunkered down 
near bottom as folks assume." 

"Neustradamus" starts most 
days by side-imaging with his 
Humminbird Helix 12, looking for 
vegetation and small clusters of 
fish. "One key is to dial down the 
scan range to 50 feet either side of 
the boat," he says. "The narrower 
scan yields better screen details 
and lets you pick out individual fish 
hovering within the stalks. You can 
spot the different tufts of cabbage 
that hold fish, and drop waypoints 
on them. I like to see at least two or 
three fish together before I consider 
dropping a waypoint, and once 
we've assembled a trolling stretch 
of icons, we start fishing." 

Rather than targeting sprawling 
shallow flats completely covered in 
greenery, he prefers flats with scat¬ 
tered, isolated clumps of cabbage. 
Lengthy stretches with isolated 
clumps provide more edges and 
ambush points for crappies. 



»Hall of Fame guide 
Tom Neustrom hoists a 
spinner-rig slab. 


"Moving 1.25 to 1.3 mph with 
a little spinner rig behind a 1/8- 
or 3/16-ounce bullet weight, I can 
keep the rig right over the top of 
the vegetation," he says. "Speed 
is critical to crappies and the iPi- 
lot makes it easy to fine-tune. We 
run just 30 to 35 feet of line behind 
the boat, or in clear water up to 40, 
but that's it. Every now and then, 
pop the rig a little. Pop it off cab¬ 
bage. Otherwise, we're simply 
moving the rod right to left 2 to 
3 feet. Mostly, you trigger fish on 
turns, speeding the outside rig and 
increasing spinner-blade vibration 
while slowing the inside rig. Crap¬ 
pies bite a spinner aggressively. It's 
a strong almost bass-like bite." 

Prior to the summer season, 
Neustrom pre-ties about a hun¬ 
dred crappie rigs, each built with 36 
to 40 inches of 14-pound-test Sufix 
Advance Fluorocarbon. Although 
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fluorocarbon sinks, he believes 
the thicker-diameter leader 
elevates the rig above the veg¬ 
etation, while also minimiz¬ 
ing bite-offs from pike. Above 
a #1 VMC gold 9146 Aberdeen 
hook, he runs five beads and a 
metal clevis with a #3 gold Col¬ 
orado blade, all tied to an ant¬ 
sized ball-bearing swivel at 
the opposite end. He impales 
a 2-inch chub or golden shiner 
by inserting the hook into the 
mouth, out the lower gill and 
then back through the stom¬ 
ach, leaving a slightly exposed 
point. He says this specific 
hooking arrangement aligns the 
minnow naturally and provides a 
measure of snag-resistance. 

He wields the same 7-foot 
6-inch St. Croix Avid rods I do for 
their forgiving, relatively soft tip 
sections, and pairs these rods with 
Daiwa 1000-size Ballistic reels and 
8-pound Sufix Advance Monofil¬ 
ament. The rod flexes just enough 
to drop the tip back to the fish and 
lightly sweep the hook home. 

While trolling shines for search¬ 
ing edges or transitions or for when 
crappies scatter over at least a few 
hundred yards, jigging takes over 
when fish huddle in deeper packs. 
Beyond favorite jig-softbait combos, 
the #4 Rapala Slab Rap and Ultra 
Light Rippin' Rap have emerged 
as hero crappie baits in vertical 
schooling scenarios—ideal for short 
pitches or straight vertical jigging. 
The rattle-endowed Rippin' Rap 
gets the nod in dirty water or where 
crappies key on shad, while the Slab 
Rap produces aggressive bites in 
clearer lakes. To activate the Rip¬ 
pin Rap's rattle, you need a slightly 
more aggressive rod pump. The Slab 
works with less aggressive pumps 
and frequent pauses, helicoptering 
in wide circles and fluttering head- 
forward on the drop. For jigging, 
my favorite panfish rod is St. Croix's 
6-foot 9-inch Legend Elite Panfish, 
which clutches something like a Shi- 
mano Stradic 1000 and 3-pound-test 
Sufix Nanobraid. 
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LiveScoping Slabs 

Reflecting summertime trends 
north, Alabama tournament pro 
Dan Dannenmueller says anglers on 
Midsouth impoundments largely 
ignore postspawn crappies, even 
given their propensity to concen¬ 
trate in schools. "A lot of things can 
be happening in summer, depend¬ 
ing on river flow levels and current 
generation at dams," says Dannen¬ 
mueller, whose home waters include 
Alabama and Coosa river reser¬ 
voirs. "Last year, we had a drought 
and almost no flow, causing oxygen 
to decline to about 1 ppm. Crappies 
went nearly dormant, sitting on bot¬ 
tom and refusing to bite. 

"In low-oxygen scenarios, the 
best move is to go directly above 
or below the dam—any place with 
some current," he says. "Or, if your 
lake has a thermocline, locate it and 
fish just above that depth, often 12 
to 20 feet down. In rivers, summer¬ 
time crappies often sit right behind 
main-river laydowns or rockpiles 
and you've got to sneak up on them. 

"With Panoptix, we've watched 
huge schools of crappies—over 100 
fish—come flying out of a single 
brushpile when the trolling motor 
goes down. Even the vibration of my 
voice is sometimes enough to spook 
fish. Sounds crazy, but LiveScope is 
opening our eyes to a lot of things, 
including just how sensitive crappies 
can be to sound and vibration." 

For Dannenmueller and other 
competitive crappie anglers, Gar- 
min's dynamic sonar technology 
has changed certain fundamental 
approaches to the game. "For smaller 
fish, we still do plenty of trolling 
with spider rigs, crankbaits, and dou¬ 
ble jig rigs," he says. "But in tourna¬ 
ments, we like to target big fish, and 
LiveScope makes it a reality. While 
spider-rigging jigs with LiveScope, 
for example, I might dead-set with 
eight poles for two people. We move 
into the fish with all of the baits in 
the water, and then cut the trolling 
motor to let baits glide down toward 
the fish. LiveScope reveals big fish so 
well that we're doing a lot more stop- 
and-drop style fishing, targeting 
individual 2- or 3-pounders. 

"We've watched a single big white 
crappie swim into a shad school and 
'part the seas.' After the crappie feeds, 
it moves off to the side to digest for a 
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» A sizeable school of crappies, 
as clearly depicted by Garmin's 
Panoptix LiveScope. 

few minutes, before swimming back 
into the shad and doing it again. 

"Some anglers are chasing one 
big fish on Panoptix for 20 minutes or 
more, dropping a jig a few feet above 
the fish. Sometimes, you almost have 
to hit them on the head before they 
bite. If the fish are spooky, you want 
to pitch in front of them and let the 
jig pendulum down. You can usu¬ 
ally discern which way a crappie is 
moving, and you never want to cast 
behind them or fish below them." 

He says for spooky fish, he's 
increasingly casting with Mylar and 
hair jigs and experimenting with 
drop-shot rigs, particularly around 
brushpiles. In heavy cover, a drop- 
shot allows him to keep the hook or 
jig clear above the debris, while the 
sinker penetrates into the wood. He 
also relies on weedless jigs, such as 
TTI Blakemore's new Weedless Slab 
Runner. For drop-shotting, the TTI 
Blakemore Live Shot'N hook comes 
with pre-tied hair and Mylar fibers 
for a lively breathing action, fished 
with or without a live minnow. 

When all else fails, he returns 
to some of his favorite woodcover, 
where black crappies often linger 
before, during, and sometimes well 
after the spawn. Dannenmueller 
believes big crappies have adapted to 
heavy fishing pressure by suspend¬ 
ing near cover, rather than within it 
directly. Regardless, it seems to sug¬ 
gest, once again, that crappies cher¬ 
ish good cover across the seasons. If 
crappies could talk, they might just 
tell you: There's no place like home. ■ 

*Cory Schmidt is a longtime In-Fisherman 
Field Editor living in the crappie-rich 
Brainerd Lakes area of Minnesota. He’s an 
astute multispecies angler and writes for 
all In-Fisherman publications. 
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"Research into catfish movement over the past 

70 years has been eye-opening for both fishery biologists and avid 
catfish anglers. Catfish researchers and aficionados were for many 
years puzzled by discrepancies about what was known about cat¬ 
fish movement. Research with fin-tagged catfish proved in the 
1950s and 1960s that some blue cats moved hundreds of miles, 
while others were caught again months later within yards of 

where they were originally tagged. 
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Brad Durick, guide on the Red River of the North, continues to decipher chan¬ 
nel cat location in relation to river flows and other factors, photo //chuckbeasley 








Channel catfish? Well, their loca¬ 
tion in lakes and rivers seemed to 
change with each season and every 
major change in weather. It wasn't 
until the advent of radio-tagging that 
biologists were able to accurately 
track catfish movements monthly, 
weekly, daily, and even hourly, to 
reveal exactly how much and how 
far catfish move throughout the year. 

Their movements can be impres¬ 
sive and somewhat confusing. Fish¬ 
ery biologist Greg Gelwicks in Iowa 
determined that virtually all the 
channel catfish in some tribu¬ 
taries migrate up to 30 miles 
downstream to the Mis¬ 
sissippi River each fall. 





lby DAN ANDERSON* 
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then migrate back upstream each 
spring and spend the summer, often 
within a mile of where they spent 
previous summers. In Missouri, Ste¬ 
ven Fisher, Steve Eder, and Elvessa 
Aragon, studying radio-tagged 
channel cats on Pony Express Lake, 
discovered up to 90 percent of their 
tagged fish were all in the same bay 
on that lake on the same spring day. 
At Lake Texoma on the Oklahoma- 
Texas border, radio-tagged blue cat¬ 
fish virtually abandoned the main 
basin each summer and moved for 
miles up the Red River (more on 
that research in a bit). 

So these radio-tagging studies 
have proven that the seasonal and 
daily movements of channel cats and 
blue cats are far more complex than 
our grandfathers could have imag¬ 
ined. The studies confirmed what 
In-Fisherman calls the major sum¬ 
mertime calendar periods that gov¬ 
ern behaviors of most freshwater fish: 
Prespawn, Spawn, Postspawn, Sum¬ 
mer, and Postsummer. Catfishermen 
who don't understand the movement 
of catfish during those periods in 
response to seasons or to changes in 
river or lake conditions often fall vic¬ 
tim to feast-or-famine catfishing. 

"People who don't pay attention 
to the time of year or prevailing con¬ 
ditions, and how those things affect 
catfish movement, tend to always 
fish the same spot, or couple of spots, 
where they once caught a bunch 
of catfish," says Brad Durick, cat¬ 
fish guide on the Red River of the 



North, on the border between Min¬ 
nesota and North Dakota. "High 
water or low water, warm temper¬ 
atures or cool temperatures, they 
fish those spots with the same baits 
the same way they did on the days 
when they clobbered them. Depend¬ 
ing on whether the conditions align 
again to put catfish in that spot, those 
guys do or don't catch catfish. There 
are always catfish moving around, 
so those guys catch enough to keep 
them hopeful, but they only catch a 
bunch two or three times a year." 

Understanding movement of 
channel cats in the Red River is key to 
Durick's success as a guide. For years, 
he carefully tracked a spectrum 
of conditions, from moon phase to 
water temperature, trying to under¬ 
stand where catfish like to be and 
why they like those spots. He even¬ 
tually determined that flow is key to 
catfish movement, especially during 
Prespawn and Postspawn periods. 
Channel cats make strong upstream 
movements as they come out of the 
cold-water lethargy of winter, tend to 
move upstream, and feed hungrily 
as they prepare to spawn in June. 
On his stretch of the Red River, this 
concentrates catfish for several miles 
below a pair of dams. As the spawn 
approaches, they drift downstream 
from the dam, seeking rocky, cavity- 
dense habitat in which to lay eggs. 
They feed less while in those areas as 
they focus on reproduction. 

Postspawn, Durick has docu¬ 
mented two distinct types of cat¬ 
fish movement, dependent on the 
river's flow. "If there's a rise in river 
level toward the end of the spawn, 
they move upstream, and you can 
find strong numbers of fish for a 
couple miles below dams," he says. 
"They'll be skinny and scarred up 
from spawning, but it can be lights- 
out fishing below dams if you get 
that rise in late June. Maybe not right 
below a dam, but for a couple miles 
below a dam. But if the river is steady 
or dropping as they finish spawning, 
they move downstream and start 
spreading out into their summer 
ranges. That's when I start looking for 
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>Postspawn Catfish: Low and High Flow 
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them in current seams along major 
bends or associated with wood—in 
the places I find them all summer." 

Those places vary during the 
Summer Period as channel cats 
move in response to changes in flow. 
Durick has learned that postspawn 
catfish react strongly to rises and falls 
of the river, moving mostly upstream 
when waters rise, before returning to 
their normal summer hangouts as the 
river falls. He coined the phrase "lat¬ 
eral movement" to describe how cat¬ 
fish move in response to changes in 
flow. He believes once channel cats 
set up in their summer range, they 
move only enough to stay in their 
comfort zone, often sideways—lat¬ 
erally—across the width of the river. 

"If the river rises and current 
increases, they may slip sideways 
away from a seam along a cutbank 
and up into less current on a sand¬ 
bar on the inside of that bend," he 
says. "Or if it's falling and current is 
decreasing, they may move deeper to 
stay in the type of current they prefer. 
They may move up or downstream to 


take advantage of the way structure 
affects the current in an area, but they 
generally don't make major move¬ 
ments during the summer. Some¬ 
times, fishing 20 yards sideways from 
where I caught fish the day before is 
all it takes to get back on fish." 

Durick's experience with channel 
catfish movement in relation to rises 
and falls of the Red River correlates to 
a study conducted by Jamison Wen- 
del and Steven Kelsch on that same 
river using radio-tagged catfish. That 
study documented a tendency for 
catfish to move from their summer 
"homes" when the river rose, then 
to return to those homes as the river 
fell. Average movement up or down¬ 
stream in response to significant rises 
in the river was 3.5 miles. Not every 
catfish returned to its summer home 
range; it was assumed those travelers 
found favorable conditions in a dif¬ 
ferent location and decided to stay. 

Wendel and Kelsch's study 
noted the stomachs of channel cats 
sampled during rises on the river 
were gorged with earthworms. 


That suggests value in fishing with 
nightcrawlers in eddies and areas 
of slower current downstream of 
eroding cutbanks on rising rivers. 
On lakes, small, temporary streams 
that rush with storm runoff attract 
hungry channel catfish. In urban 
areas, nightcrawlers sprawled across 
streets and sidewalks are flushed 
toward local lakes. Local catfish 
learn to view storm drain discharges 
as all-you-can-eat smorgasbords. 

Blues on the Move 

Not every catfish angler prefers 
to fish on a rising river. Catfishing 
guide and tournament angler Ben 
Goebel of Mt. Vernon, Indiana, says 
his best postspawn success for tro¬ 
phy blue catfish on the Ohio River 
comes when the river is falling. 

"After the spawn, they move 
into their summer pattern," he says. 
"That's when we catch big ones. 
Around here, blue cats spawn in 
late June, and they're tough to catch 
during the spawn. But once they're 
done, they're hungry and fish¬ 
ing takes off. July 4 seems to be the 
magic date, year after year. After that 
they move toward the main channel, 
onto deep flats, along deep ledges in 
50 or 60 feet of water and they're eas¬ 
ier to find. There's not much current 
in the (lower) Ohio that time of year, 
so they're out in the middle looking 
for whatever current they can find. 
Find those spots with current and 
you'll find fish. But when I guide or 
fish tournaments on the Mississippi 
there's always current, so I look for 
them on outside bends, especially if 
the river is low. They'll be in major 
current seams around that bend, and 
I like straight stretches coming off an 
outside or inside bend. They'll be on 
the bottom, just out of that current 
behind drop-offs or along ledges. 

"It takes a big change in flow to 
move blue catfish much that time 
of year," Goebel says. "On the Mis¬ 
sissippi, a 1- or 2-foot rise or fall 
doesn't move them. But a 5-foot rise 
moves them closer to shore. Bait- 
fish and everything else will be up 
there exploring the banks or sand¬ 
bars that the rise covers with water, 
and the blue cats follow them. That 
spreads them out a bit so they can 
be a little harder to find. If you tar¬ 
get areas that water has just cov¬ 
ered, that's where they'll probably 
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be. But when the river drops is my 
favorite time because I know where 
they'll be. They'll be moving back to 
the main channel, concentrating in 
those deep holes and channels and 
easier to catch." 

Movement in Reservoirs 

Blue catfish in reservoirs some¬ 
times seem to be of two different 
behavioral strains. Some are home¬ 
bodies that move only short dis¬ 
tances as the seasons change, while 
others are wanderers that travel 
long distances at specific times dur¬ 
ing the year. Joe Grist, now with the 
Fisheries Management Division of 
Virginia's Marine Resources Com¬ 
mission, radio-tagged and tracked 
blue catfish in North Carolina's 
Lake Norman as part of his graduate 
work. Postspawn, Grist's tagged fish 
tended to disperse from spawning 
areas and traveled to specific sum¬ 
mer ranges each fish favored in pre¬ 
vious years. Once in those summer 
ranges, the blue cats displayed what 
Grist described as a "remarkable 
fidelity" to specific locations. Some 
fish were so sedentary, the research¬ 
ers wondered if they had died. Only 
by tracking for a full 24 hours did 
they discover the fish moved briefly 
after dark to feeding areas before 
returning to their home base. 

"In the summer, those fish would 
consistently move into a cove, or 
from cove to cove, at around 9 or 10 
p.m., apparently to feed," Grist said. 
"But they were always back home by 
the time the sun came up." 

Analysis of the stomach con¬ 
tents of some of Lake Norman's blue 
cats during different times of year 
suggests the reason for their sea¬ 
sonal differences in movement. In 
the summer, clams dominated their 
diet, encouraging summertime blues 
to focus on specific locations. In win¬ 
ter, their stomachs contained mostly 
forage fish, which contributed to a 
more nomadic lifestyle. 

An extreme in blue cat move¬ 
ment in reservoirs was revealed in 
research conducted on Lake Texoma 
on the Texas-Oklahoma border by 
Cory Lee, now lead fishery biolo¬ 
gist on Lake Okeechobee in Florida. 
He tracked the movement of radio- 
tagged blue catfish in Lake Texoma, 
and discovered a surprising pre¬ 
spawn migration that explained 


» Jason Oliver 
and Captain Ben 
Goebel [right] 
with a pair of 
behemoth blue 
cats from the 
Ohio River. 


anglers' complaints 
they couldn't catch 
blue cats from that 
lake during the 
summer. Blue cats 
tagged in the lake's 
main basin during the winter uni¬ 
formly migrated out of the lake and 
into the Red River in late April to 
early May, and spent the Spawn and 
Postspawn periods upriver. 

"The majority of our tagged fish 
didn't stay in the lake during the 
summer, even though there's plenty 
of habitat in that lake and a huge 
population of forage fish," Lee said. 
"Some of them moved a long way 
up the river. Two of the tagged fish 
moved 25 miles for the summer." 

Most of Lee's tagged fish 
migrated back to Texoma during 
late September and early Octo¬ 
ber. That migration downstream 
seemed to be associated with rain¬ 
fall events that temporarily raised 
the river during a traditionally dry 
time of year. 

The Pulse 

of Catfish Movement 

Research and angler experi¬ 
ence confirm that changes in cur¬ 
rent and flow related to rain events 
cause movement during the Summer 
Period among all species of catfish. 

"Pulses of higher water defi¬ 
nitely trigger catfish movement," 
said Iowa DNR fishery biologist 
Dan Kirby, who studied channel 
catfish movement on the Big Sioux 
River in Northwest Iowa and South¬ 
east South Dakota. "The movement 
may be upstream, or it may be down¬ 
stream, but it's mostly upstream. In 
larger rivers the movement may be 
sideways, as if the fish are trying to 
stay in the same general area but just 
move out of the current." (Remem¬ 
ber Durick's lateral movement con¬ 
cept? Read more about it in his book. 
Cracking the Channel Catfish Code, 
available from Amazon.) 



Goebel maintains that rain- 
related pulses prompt blue cats on 
the Ohio and Mississippi to move, 
but not emigrate to new perma¬ 
nent homes. Slight rises encourage 
a spike in feeding, but rarely move 
fish significant distances. Major 
rises move them to nearby areas 
in search of feeding opportunities, 
decreased current, or both. 

"If you're seeing a big rise in 
the river that causes a significant 
increase in current, then look at 
major current breaks or the mouths 
of tributaries," he said. "That's 
where baitfish will be to avoid cur¬ 
rent, so that's where the blue cats 
will be." 

A final comment from Goebel, 
challenging a widely held believe 
among amateur catfishermen that 
postspawn catfish move and feed 
in the summer mostly at night or 
in low-light conditions. "During 
that period, I probably catch 75 per¬ 
cent of my fish between noon and 3 
p.m.," he said. "I've kept track, and 
many of our fish, and most of the 
biggest fish, come during the hot¬ 
test part of the day during summer. 
I'm not saying they don't move at 
night. But if you're fishing during 
the day in the right spots, the mid¬ 
dle of the day seems to be the best 
time. When I think back on all the 
years when I used to give up and go 
home at noon, it drives me crazy to 
think how many big blue cats I may 
have missed." ■ 

*Dan Anderson, Bouton, Iowa, has long 
penned catfish articles for In-Fisher- 
man magazine and our annual Catfish 
In-Sider Guide. Contacts: Capt. Ben 
Goebel, 812/568-8716, rivercitycatfish¬ 
ing. com] Capt. Brad Durick, 701/739- 
5808, braddurick.com. 
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Ken Krzeminski, 48 inches, 
Great Bear Lake, NWT 


Joe Mehlmann, 52 inches, 


2019 marked the 43rd year of In- 

Fisherman's Master Angler Awards Program, 
begun in the early years of the magazine's existence 
to reward anglers on their angling achievements, 
and as a way to let readers know about productive 
fisheries throughout North America. Master Angler 
Awards are available for 29 fish species or hybrids 
and anglers can apply for fish caught within six 
geographic regions. Awards are available for both 
released and kept fish, based on length and weight 
criteria, respectively. 



Cree Lake, SK 


Anglers who enter a qualifying fish receive a Master 
Angler patch (one per year) and a species chevron patch. In 
each region, anglers who enter the largest fish of a species 
also receive a Master Angler certificate. Detailed rules and 
the Master Award Application form can be found in In-Fish- 
erman magazine as well as online at in-fisher man. com. 

At the end of each year, 10 anglers are randomly selected 
to receive a prize package, courtesy of Plano/Frabill. This 
year, winners receive a Plano Guide Series Tackle Bag and 
Frabill Trophy Haul Net. 

In 2019, there were 258 Master Angler Awards repre¬ 
senting 26 species or hybrids. Smallmouth bass led the way 
with 37 awards, followed by 29 awards for pike, 22 for large- 
mouth bass, 20 for crappies, and 18 each for channel catfish 
and lake trout. 

Many award entries were caught from noted hotspots 
for trophy fish, such as Ken Krzeminski's 48-inch lake trout 
from Great Bear Lake in the Northwest Territories. The 


FRABILL NET / 

PLANO TACKLE BOX WINNERS 


Elise Aitken Dave Cretors Bob Esbensen 

Chardon, OH Grimes, I A Palatine, IL 

Jim Heitz Russ Nauceder Richard Neiss Wendell Ray 

Omaha, NE Jamestown, OH Briarcliff Manor, NY Ada, Ml 

Brian Robinson Harvey Rohmiller John Yavari 

Overton, NE Villa Hills, KY Wayne, IL 



J U LY 2 0 








by THE MASTER ANGLER 
AWARDS COMMITTEE 






famed fly-in lakes of the North continued to pro¬ 
duce giant pike, like a pair of 50-plus-inchers from 
Saskatchewan, including Joe Mehlmann's 52-inch 
gator from Cree Lake. The Red River of the North 
reigns as the top destination for trophy channel cats, 
although big cats can be found in numerous waters 
throughout the catfish belt, like Tim Smith's 52-inch 
flathead from the Kansas River. 

A pair of 20-inch white bass graced the top of 
that list, while other giant panfish like Jim Gro- 
naw's bluegill stretched the tape at 12 inches, and 
several 15-inch-plus perch were caught. In the fall 
of 2019, angler Matt Born set the state record with 
his Master Angler chain pickerel, a 28.87-incher 

caught from Upper Deckers Lake, West Virginia. In-Fisherman friends Danny 
Kurttila and Bill Girvan led the way in entries, receiving 12 and 9 Master Angler 
Awards, respectively. 

In the Adventures column, which appears in every issue of In-Fisherman, we 
highlight the hottest fisheries across the continent, and these waters often appear in 
the list of Master Angler Awards. Be sure to check it out in every issue before plan¬ 
ning trips near or far. Here are the Master Angler Award winners for 2019. You can 
also view the list at in-fisherman.com. Good luck in 2020! 

• CATCH & RELEASE FISH • 




Randall Wong 
25 inches, 

Rodman Reservoir, FL 

Jim Gronaw, 

12 inches, 
farm pond, MD 


Region Name 

COHO SALMON 

Home Town 

Water 

Size 

Date 

Moon 

Lure/Bait 

6 Jeanette Schlichtemeier 

Omaha, NE 

Kamishak R, AK 

34 

9/3 


n/p 

6 William Schlichtemeier 

Omaha, NE 

Kamishak R, AK 

34 

9/3 


n/p 

CHINOOK SALMON 







5 Quinn Leonard 

Reading, Ml 

Manistee R, Ml 

43.5 

10/5 


Little Cleo 

5 Mike Harris 

Sault Ste Marie, Ml 

St Mary’s R, Ml 

42.5 

9/18 


spoon 

5 Robert Swiatek 

Bellville, OH 

Pere Marquette R, Ml 

42.5 

10/1 

D+3 

fly caddis 

5 Brad Pendy 

Columbus, OH 

Pere Marquette R, Ml 

42 

10/6 


homemade spinner 

5 Terry Angers 

Grand Haven, Ml 

L Michigan, Ml 

41.5 

8/27 

D-3 

Ace High Plug 

5 Andrew Cesarz 

Mayville, NY 

Pere Marquette R, Ml 

41.5 

10/1 

D+3 

beads 

5 Quinn Leonard 

Reading, Ml 

Manistee R, Ml 

41.5 

10/6 


Little Cleo 

5 Jon Newcomb 

Cleveland, OH 

Muskegon R, Ml 

41 

10/23 


stonefly nymph 

5 Bob Esbensen 

Palatine, IL 

Big Manistee R, Ml 

40 

10/17 

F+3 

bead 



Tim Smith, 52 inches, 
Kansas River, KS 






mm 


OUR FAVORITE 
SHOTS! 



Robert Swiatek, 33.5 inches, 
Muskegon River, MI 



Jon Newcomb, 41 inches, 
Muskegon River, MI 



Marlene Lachat, 43 inches, 
Lake Athabasca, SK 



Craig Thornton, 22.25 inches, 
Gods River, MB 


Region 

Name 

Home Town 

Water 

Size 

Date 

Moon 

Lure/Bait 

RAINBOW TROUT / STEELHEAD 






1 

Alvie Sickle 

Taneytown, MD 

Adams Co, PA 

25 

4/2 

D-2 

Mepps Spinner 

1 

Daryl Bauer 

Lincoln, NE 

North Platte R, NE 

24.5 

11/29 

D+2 

waxworm 

2 

Colt Stewart 

Roanke, VA 

Cripple Creek, VA 

26 

12/26 

D 

Senko 

3 

Danny Kurttila 

Riverton, WY 

Wind R, WY 

24 

2/26 

1/2D 

Shad Rap 

4 

Edward Klaus 

Burnet, TX 

Naknek R, AK 

30.4 

9/16 

F+2 

streamer 

4 

William Schlichtemeier 

Omaha, NE 

Talarik Creek, AK 

28 

9/5 


bead 

5 

Robert Swiatek 

Belleville, OH 

Muskegon R, Ml 

33.5 

4/16 


fly egg pattern 

5 

Bob Esbensen 

Palatine, IL 

Big Manistee R, Ml 

33 

10/16 

F+2 

beads 

5 

Andrew Cesarz 

Mayville, NY 

Muskegon R, Ml 

32.5 

4/17 

F-3 

beads 

5 

Bill Girvan 

Yorkville, NY 

Salmon R, NY 

31.25 

12/29 

D+3 

Impulse Plastic Stone Fly 

5 

Bill Girvan 

Yorkville, NY 

Salmon R, NY 

30 

12/28 

D+2 

marshmallow sack 

6 

Larry Dalton 

Silverdale, WA 

Quinault R, WA 

41 

2/7 

D+3 

bobber/jig 

BROWN TROUT 







1 

David Terrill 

Dennis Port, MA 

Sheep Pond, MA 

26 

3/15 


shiner 

2 

Stephen Miklandric 

Chesterfield, VA 

Jackson R, VA 

27 

1/5 

D-1 

Joe’s Fly 

BROOKTROUT 







1 

Jacob Seen 

Lorreyville, WV 

Miretser L, WV 

20 

12/21 


Pink Powerworm 

1 

Brad Pendy 

Columbus, OH 

Cold Creek, OH 

19.5 

10/1 

D+3 

Troshcon Streamer 

3 

Danny Kurttila 

Riverton, WY 

Upper Brooks L, WY 

24 

6/27 


Rapala 

4 

Craig Thornton 

Wheaton, IL 

Gods R, Manitoba 

22.25 

5/31 

D-2 

Little Cleo 

4 

Mike Harris 

Sault Ste Marie, Ml 

L Mijinemungshing, ON 20.5 

9/28 

D 

nightcrawler 

6 

William Schlichtemeier 

Omaha, NE 

Talarik Creek, AK 

28 

9/5 


bead 

LAKE TROUT 







3 

Ben Linnell 

Pierre, SD 

Flaming Gorge Res, UT 42 

5/1 

D-3 

spoon 

3 

Bill Wengert 

Green R, WY 

Flaming Gorge Res, WY41.5 

1/9 

D+3 

Thomas Cyclone 

4 

Ken Krzeminski 

Tinley Park, IL 

Great Bear L, NWT 

48 

7/15 

F-2 

T-60 Flatfish 

4 

Ali Mehlmann 

Arlington, TX 

Cree L, SK 

45 

7/20 

F+3 

Bondy Bait 

4 

Jay Zvlolanek 

Downers Grove, IL 

Great Bear L, NWT 

44 

7/10 


Dardevle 

4 

Jay Zvlolanek 

Downers Grove, IL 

Great Bear L, NWT 

44 

7/10 


Livetarget 

4 

Marlene Lachat 

Port Clinton, OH 

L Athabasca, SK 

43 

9/6 

1/2F 

Husky Devle 

4 

Marlene Lachat 

Port Clinton, OH 

L Athabasca, SK 

42 

9/2 

D+3 

HalfWave 

4 

Mike Lachat 

Port Clinton, OH 

L Athabasca, SK 

42 

9/6 

1/2F 

dodger 

4 

Paul Mehlmann 

Arlington, TX 

Cree L, SK 

41 

7/20 

F+3 

Bondy Bait 

4 

Mike Lachat 

Port Clinton, OH 

L Athabasca, SK 

41 

9/10 


T-60 Flatfish 

4 

Leslie Zvlolanek 

Downers Grove, IL 

Great Bear L, NWT 

40 

7/9 

1/2F 

Dardevle 

4 

Leslie Zvlolanek 

Downers Grove, IL 

Great Bear L, NWT 

38 

7/11 


Dardevle 

4 

Derrick Merchant 

Ft. Worth, TX 

Cree L, SK 

36 

8/22 


spoon 

5 

Robert Swiatek 

Bellville, OH 

L Erie, NY 

36.25 

9/13 

F-1 

spoon 

5 

Andrew Cesarz 

Mayville, NY 

L Erie, NY 

35 

6/27 


spoon 

5 

Earl Boysen 

Woodstock, IL 

L Michigan, Wl 

35 

12/28 

D+2 

Vibrato 

5 

Robert Swiatek 

Belleville, OH 

L Erie, NY 

34.5 

6/27 


spoon 

NORTHERN PIKE 







1 

Walt Paulson 

Gurnee, IL 

Mississippi R, Wl 

45.5 

7/12 


BucherTail 

1 

Walt Paulson 

Gurnee, IL 

Mississippi R, Wl 

45 

7/14 

F-3 

BucherTail 

1 

Peter Malone 

Cascade, Wl 

L of the Woods, MN 

42.5 

5/10 


Mepps Aglia 

1 

Bill Girvan 

Yorkville, NY 

Delta Res, NY 

42 

5/18 

F-1 

dead sucker 

1 

Rick Hunckler 

Parker, CO 

Newfound L, MN 

41 

8/28 

D-2 

Pike Minnow 

1 

Colleen Means 

Parker, CO 

Newfound L, MN 

40.5 

8/28 

D-2 

Pike Minnow 

1 

Bill Girvan 

Yorkville, NY 

Delta Res, NY 

40 

5/8 


dead sucker 

1 

Krzysztof Wesolowski 

Des Plaines, IL 

L Michigamme, Ml 

40 

8/3 

D+3 

Lunkerhunt Frog 

3 

Ben Linnell 

Pierre, SD 

Rifle Gap Res, CO 

38 

5/13 


jerkbait 

3 

Danny Kurttila 

Riverton, WY 

Keyhole Res, WY 

36 

6/7 


swimbait 

4 

Joe Mehlmann 

Arlington, TX 

Cree L, SK 

52 

7/15 

F-2 

Tiger Eye 

4 

Gary Benke 

Belle Mead, NJ 

Churchill R,SK 

50 

6/29 

D-3 

Len Thomspon 

4 

Jim Golla 

McAlester, OK 

Innoko R, AK 

49 

9/1 

D+2 

Johnson Spoon 

4 

Mike Kistler 

Brownstown, IL 

Taltson Bay, NWT 

47.5 

8/24 


n/p 

4 

Joe Mehlmann 

Arlington, TX 

Cree L, SK 

47 

7 

F+2 

Williams Spoon 

4 

Steven Zortman 

York, PA 

Taltson Bay, NWT 

47 

8/8 

1/2F 

Twinkee Bait 

4 

Ali Mehlmann 

Arlington, TX 

Cree L, SK 

46 

7 

F+2 

line-through swimbait 

4 

Mike Mehlmann 

Arlington, TX 

Cree L, SK 

46 

7/20 

F+3 

jig 

4 

Jesse Zortman 

York, PA 

Great Slave L, NWT 

45.5 

8/7 


Alpha Dawg 

4 

Craig Thornton 

Wheaton, IL 

Aswad L, Manitoba 

45 

6/6 


homemade fly 

4 

Jesse Zortman 

York, PA 

Taltson R, NWT 

45 

8/6 


Papa Doc 

4 

Zachary Zortman 

York, PA 

Talston R, NWT 

45 

8/7 


Bondy Orba 

4 

Derrick Merchant 

Ft. Worth, TX 

Cree L, SK 

45 

8/22 


Storm Trout Swimbait 

4 

Ben Wheeler 

Calgary, AB 

Newell L, AB 

44.75 

3/9 

D+3 

sardine 

4 

Howie Boiler 

Dover, DE 

L Pletipi, QB 

44 

8/16 


fly streamer 

4 

Jonathan Hughes 

Lancaster, PA 

Taltson Bay, NWT 

43 

8/8 

1/2F 

Dr. Spoon 

5 

Tyler Sheppard 

Hermitage, PA 

Georgian Bay, ON 

46 

7/15 

F-2 

Williams Flasher 

5 

EricTondi 

Standard, IL 

Namakon L, MN 

45 

9/6 

1/2F 

Terminator Spinner Bait 

5 

Harold Sheppard 

Hermitage, PA 

Georgian Bay, ON 

44 

7/15 

F-2 

William Wabler 









Region 

Name 

Home Town 

Water 

Size 

Date 

Moon 

Lure/Bait 

MUSKELLUNGE 







1 

Walt Paulson 

Gurnee, IL 

Holcombe Flowage, WI 

51.5 

6/25 

1/2D 

Whopper Plopper 

1 

Ben Franzen 

Hampshire, IL 

Leach L,MN 

50 

10/9 


minnow 

1 

Thomas Trocki 

Erie, PA 

Chautauqua L, NY 

49.5 

10/20 


Baker Lure 

1 

Eric Kraus 

Vandergrift, PA 

Mahoving Creek L, PA 

48.5 

6/7 


Rapala Purple Bx 

1 

Danny Kurttila 

Riverton, WY 

Merritt Res, NE 

46 

6/3 

D+1 

Rumble 

1 

David Barton 

McFarland, WI 

L Monona, WI 

46 

12/10 

F-2 

live sucker 

2 

Donnie Davis 

Salt Lick, KY 

Cave Run L, KY 

46.5 

8/7 


n/p 

4 

Mark Scwald 

Maple Grove, MN 

L of the Woods, ON 

49 

8/7 


Cowgirl 

5 

William Ferenczy 

Vermillion, OH 

L St. Clair, ON 

47 

10 


Ziggie 

CHAIN PICKEREL 







1 

Richard Neiss 

Briarcliff Manor, NY 

New Croton Res, NY 

26 

12/13 

F+2 

Shad Rap 

1 

Edward Lints 

Clinton, NY 

Oneida L, NY 

25.75 

5/26 

1/2D 

Mepps 

1 

Bill Girvan 

Yorkville, NY 

L Moraine, NY 

25.25 

7/4 

D+2 

Zoom Finesse Worm 

1 

Joseph Zhang 

Saco, ME 

Bunganut Pond, ME 

24.5 

3/30 


minnow 

1 

John Lints 

Clinton, NY 

Oneida L, NY 

24.5 

6/11 


n/p 

1 

Bill Girvan 

Yorkville, NY 

Delta Res, NY 

24.25 

5/8 


dead sucker 

1 

David Baskas 

New Rochelle, NY 

New Croton Res, NY 

24 

5/4 

D 

Mepps Aglia 

2 

Gary Harmon 

Radford, VA 

Chickahominy L, VA 

24 

5/11 

1/2F 

shiner 

HYBRID MUSKIE 







1 

Raymond White 

Avon, NY 

Conesus L, NY 

40 

7/16 

F-1 

minnow 

3 

Danny Kurttila 

Riverton, WY 

Joes Valley Res, UT 

48 

8/2 

D+2 

Whopper Plopper 

3 

Danny Kurttila 

Riverton, WY 

Pineview Res, UT 

38.5 

5/31 

D-2 

Hybrid Redfin 

CARP 

1 (COMMON OR GRASS) 






1 

Tim Smith 

Larned, KS 

Kansas R, KS 

42 

10/10 


worms 

1 

Dave Cretors 

Grimes, IA 

pond, Des Moines, IA 

40.5 

9/7 


bread 

1 

Dave Cretors 

Grimes, IA 

pond, Des Moines, IA 

40 

7/3 

D+1 

bread 

1 

Alvie Sickle 

Taneytown, MD 

Monocacy R, MD 

35 

8/27 

D-3 

doughbait 

1 

Tim Smith 

Larned, KS 

Kansas R, KS 

34 

5/5 

D+1 

n/p 

1 

David Terrill 

Dennis Port, MA 

Connecticut R, MA 

34 

6/1 

D-1 

nightcrawler 

1 

David Gatulis 

Westboro, MA 

Quinsigsmong L, MA 

34 

7/6 


corn 

1 

Alvie Sickle 

Taneytown, MD 

Monocacy R, MD 

34 

9/9 


doughbait 

2 

Paul Bucks 

Richmond, KY 

White Hall L, KY 

39 

9/7 


corn 

2 

Paul Bucks 

Richmond, KY 

White Hall L, KY 

38 

9/7 


corn 

5 

Roy Spranger 

Warren, Ml 

Black Creek, Ml 

34 

10/17 

F+3 

doughball 

BLUE CATFISH 







2 

Brooks Noble 

Falls Church, VA 

Potomac R, VA 

42 

3/17 


minnow 

CHANNEL CATFISH 







1 

Bill Hegyi 

Merrill, WI 

L Mendota, WI 

34 

4/17 

F-3 

cut sucker 

1 

Ben Wragge 

McCook, NE 

Swanson Res, NE 

33 

7/26 


shrimp 

1 

Cooper Bauman 

Omaha, NE 

Jenny Newman L, NE 

32 

10/5 


liver 

1 

Stan Stavinski 

Bear Creek Twp, PA Susquehanna R, PA 

31.5 

10/1 

D+3 

nightcrawler 

1 

Tia Falcone 

Elgin, IL 

Lamb L, IN 

31.25 

7/20 

F+3 

dipbait 

1 

Tim Smith 

Larned, KS 

Kansas R, KS 

31 

5/5 

D+1 

n/p 

1 

Tanner Coyan 

Omaha, NE 

Platte R. State Park, NE 

31 

5/18 

F-1 

cutbait 

1 

Brian Robinson 

Overton, NE 

Elwood Res, NE 

31 

6/20 

F+2 

live alewife 

1 

Ian Herfel 

Fitchburg, WI 

L Mendota, WI 

31 

9 


live sucker 

1 

Cooper Bauman 

Omaha, NE 

Jenny Newman L, NE 

31 

10/5 


liver 

1 

Wayne Hagedorn 

Fond du Lac, WI 

Wisconsin R, WI 

31 

10/8 


nightcrawler 

1 

Ben Wragge 

McCook, NE 

Swanson Res, NE 

30.5 

7/26 


shrimp 

1 

John Kaseforth 

Springfield, MN 

Cottonwood R, MN 

30.5 

9/4 


creek chub 

4 

Jonathon Romu 

Winnipeg, MB 

Red R, MB 

36.5 

7/25 


shrimp 

4 

JT Romu 

Winnipeg, MB 

Red R, MB 

36.5 

8/17 


shrimp 

4 

Deborah Vickery 

Winnipeg, MB 

Red R, MB 

35.25 

7/20 

F+3 

shrimp 

4 

Cathryn Clark 

Winnipeg, MB 

Red R, MB 

34.25 

7/20 

F+3 

shrimp 

4 

Kira Vickery 

Winnipeg, MB 

Red R, MB 

34 

6/29 

D-3 

shrimp 

FLATHEAD CATFISH 







1 

Tim Smith 

Larned, KS 

Kansas R, KS 

52 

5/7 

D+3 

worms 

1 

Sonja Thompson 

Omaha, NE 

Sherman Res, NE 

42.5 

10/22 


Flicker Minnow 

3 

Kirk McKay 

Winnetka, CA 

Colorado R, CA 

43 

10/8 


bluegill 

3 

Kirk McKay 

Winnetka, CA 

Colorado R, CA 

43 

10/10 


bluegill 

WHITE BASS 







1 

Ben Webber 

Des Moines, IA 

Des Moines R, IA 

20 

8/31 

D+1 

Twister Tail 

1 

Brian Voss 

Fenton, MO 

Meramec R, MO 

20 

11/23 


Rapala Shad Rap 

1 

Tim Smith 

Larned, KS 

Saline R, KS 

18 

4/26 

1/2D 

Mr. Twister 

1 

Ben Linnell 

Pierre, SD 

L Sharpe, SD 

18 

5/29 


Cleo Spoon 

1 

Bradley Pendy 

Columbus, OH 

Scioto R, OH 

17.5 

3/9 

D+3 

Red Eye Shad 

1 

Brian Voss 

Fenton, MO 

Meramec River, MO 

17.5 

11/23 


n/p 

STRIPED BASS 







6 

David Gatulis 

Westboro, MA 

Boston Harbor, MA 

46 

7/20 

F+3 

pogy 



Jim Golla, 49 inches, 
Innoko River, AK 



Thomas Trocki, 49.5 inches, 
Chautauqua Lake, NY 



Raymond White, 40 inches, 
Conesus Lake, NY 



Roy Spranger, 34 inches. 
Black Creek, MI 



Wayne Hagedorn, 31 inches, 
Wisconsin River, WI 











Brian Voss, 20 inches, 
Meramec River, MO 




Brad Pendy, 25 inches, 
Scioto River, OH 



Mark Krmpotich, 
23.25 inches, 
Pewaukee Lake, WI 



Christian Hellmer, 

22.5 inches. Lake Simcoe, ON 


Region 

Name 

Home Town 

HYBRID STRIPED BASS 

1 

Brad Pendy 

Columbus, OH 

1 

Paul Anderson 

Omaha, NE 

1 

Brian Robinson 

Overton, NE 

1 

Brad Pendy 

Columbus, OH 

1 

Kenneth Wasilewski 

Rockford, IL 

BLUEGILL 


1 

Jim Gronaw 

Westminster, MD 

1 

Bill Hegyi 

Merrill, WI 

1 

Chazz McCall 

Traverse City, Ml 

1 

Chazz McCall 

Traverse City, Ml 

1 

Cooper Bauman 

Omaha, NE 

1 

Sophie Heitz 

Omaha, NE 

1 

Robert Coleman 

Iowa City, IA 

1 

Robert Coleman 

Iowa City, IA 

1 

Bill Hegyi 

Merrill, WI 

2 

Charles Taylor 

Barboursville, VA 

5 

Randall Webb 

Fife L, Ml 

SMALLMOUTH BASS 


1 

Mark Krmpotich 

Pewaukee, WI 

1 

Mike Vasely 

Hopewell Jet, NY 

1 

Jack Naylor 

Apple Valley, MN 

1 

Judy Preiser 

Eagle R, WI 

1 

MarkSewald 

Maple Grove, MN 

1 

Wendell Ray 

Ada, Ml 

1 

Kent Grimes 

Beckley, WV 

1 

Ben Webber 

Des Moines, IA 

1 

Bill Hegyi 

Merrill, WI 

1 

Harvey Rohmiller 

Villa Hills, KY 

1 

Tim Eggerstedt 

Battle Creek, Ml 

1 

Jack Naylor 

Apple Valley, MN 

1 

John Yavari 

Wayne, IL 

1 

Bill Ihrke 

Plainview, MN 

1 

Rick Hunckler 

Parker, CO 

1 

Bill Hegyi 

Merrill, WI 

1 

Richard Neiss 

Briarcliff Manor, NY 

1 

Lewis Horn 

Lambertville, Ml 

1 

Tim Smith 

Lamed, KS 

1 

Cooper Bauman 

Omaha, NE 

1 

Jim Heitz 

Omaha, NE 

1 

Bill Girvan 

Yorkville, NY 

1 

Tim Peterson 

Minneapolis, MN 

1 

Jason Sanderson 

Toledo, OH 

2 

Bob Wilson 

Christiana, TN 

2 

David Martin 

Lawton, OK 

4 

Chris Hellmer 

Lexington, NC 

4 

John Miklic 

Joliet, IL 

4 

John Miklic 

Joliet, IL 

4 

Jake Onishi 

Mississauga, ON 

4 

Joseph Flanders 

Canon Falls, MN 

5 

Herb Guarascio 

Naperville, IL 

5 

Roy Spranger 

Warren, Ml 

5 

William Conklin 

Ostrander, OH 

5 

Eric Buikema 

Grand Rapids, Ml 

5 

Matt Guarascio 

Naperville, IL 

5 

Robert Wasileski 

Richmond, TX 

LARGEMOUTH BASS 


1 

Gerald Kurowski 

Oneida, WI 

1 

RuthAnn Bennett 

Dimondale, Ml 

1 

Joseph Zhang 

Saco, ME 

1 

Bob Esbensen 

Palatine, IL 

1 

Randy Blaker 

Pitman, NJ 

1 

Chazz McCall 

Traverse City, Ml 

1 

Dave Perkins 

Newburgh, IN 

1 

Robert Coleman 

Iowa City, IA 

1 

Mike Cimfel 

Kearney, NE 

1 

Robert Ryerson 

Amarillo, TX 

1 

Bob Clements 

Berwyn, IL 

2 

Randall Wong 

Colesville, MD 

2 

Robert Coleman 

Iowa City, IA 

2 

Mark Anderson 

Bluffton, SC 

2 

Mike Rini 

Knoxville, TN 

2 

Darren Hansen 

St Charles, IA 


Water 

Scioto R, OH 
Elwood Res, NE 
Elwood Res, NE 
Scioto R, OH 
Lost L, IL 

farm pond, MD 
Spirit R. Flowage, WI 
Long L, Ml 
Long L, Ml 

Platte St. Park Pond, NE 
Platte St. Park Pond, NE 
farm pond, IA 
farm pond, IA 
Spirit R. Flowage, WI 
Love Tree L, VA 
Grand Traverse Bay, Ml 

Pewaukee, WI 
L Eaton, NY 
Mille Lacs L, MN 
Eagle R,WI 
Mille Lacs L,MN 
Flat., Ml 
New R, WV 
Des Moines R, IA 
Big Bearskin L, WI 
Basswood L, MN 
Portage L, Ml 
Mille Lacs L,MN 
Private Pond, IL 
Mississippi R, MN 
Basswood L, MN 
Big Bearskin L, WI 
Bog Brook Res, NY 
Hulbert L, Ml 
Wilson Res, KS 
Mississippi R, MN 
Mississippi R, MN 
Fish Creek, NY 
St. Croix R, MN 
Hulbert L, Ml 
Countersville Res, TN 
L Lawtonka, OK 
L Simcoe, ON 
Antoine L, ON 
Antoine L, ON 
L Simcoe, ON 
Hope L, ON 
Detroit R, ON 
L St. Clair, Ml 
L St. Clair, Ml 
Platte L, Ml 
Detroit R, ON 
L Erie, PA 

Lower Red L, WI 
Long L, Ml 
Bunganut Pond, ME 
farm pond, IL 
Merrill Creek Res, NJ 
Long L, Ml 
Bluegrass Pit, IN 
farm pond, IA 
Yanney Park L, NE 
L Hortonai, VT 
Shabbona State Park, IL 
Rodman Res, FL 
Kenansville L, FL 
Hampton L, SC 
Ft. Loundon L, TN 
Kenansville L, FL 


Size 

Date 

Moon 

28 

9/10 


27.25 

7/3 

D+1 

25 

6/26 


25 

9/29 

D+1 

24 

5/5 

D+1 

12 

7/31 

D 

11.5 

6/17 

F-1 

11.5 

8/3 

D+3 

11.125 

9/17 

F+3 

11 

5/18 

F-1 

11 

5/26 

1/2D 

11 

6/22 


11 

6/22 


11 

6/28 


11.25 

8/27 

D-3 

11.25 

7/3 

D+1 

23.25 

10/24 


22 

9/1 

D+2 

21.5 

5/20 

F+1 

21.5 

6/15 

F-3 

21.5 

9/7 


21.5 

7/12 


21.25 

8/12 


21 

7/28 

D-3 

21 

8/21 


21 

8/25 


21 

9/29 

D+1 

21 

10/20 


20.5 

6/20 

F+2 

20.5 

8/3 

D+3 

20.5 

8/30 

D 

20.5 

9/4 


20.5 

7/28 

D-3 

20.25 

10/18 


20 

4/20 

F 

20 

6/3 

D+1 

20 

6/3 

D+1 

20 

6/18 

F 

20 

7/30 

D-1 

20 

10/18 


20.5 

12/23 

D-3 

20.125 

5/16 

F-3 

22.5 

10/16 

F+2 

22 

6/5 

D+3 

21.5 

6/5 

D+3 

21.5 

10/30 

D+2 

21 

8/13 

F-3 

22 

4/9 


22 

8/16 

F 

22 contacted 


21.625 

8/3 

D+3 

21 

4/9 


21 

6/5 

D+3 

24.5 

5/15 


22.785 

8/17 

F+1 

22.5 

3/12 


22.5 

5/27 


22.5 

7/20 

F+3 

22.25 

6/29 

D-3 

22.25 

7/3 

D+1 

22.125 

8/25 


22 

6/6 


22 

8/3 

D+3 

22 

9/6 

1/2F 

25 

1/13 

1/2F 

25 

7/16 

F-1 

24 

5/14 


24 

7/1 

D-1 

24 

7/17 

F 


Lure/Bait 

Big Joshy Swimbait 
live alewife 
live alewife 

Mini Viking Madge Fly 
Roadrunner/Gulp! Minnow 


Dixie Jig 

nightcrawler 

nightcrawler 

waxworm 

nightcrawler 

leech 

in-line spinner 
spoon 

nightcrawler 
Mepps 
Mepps Aglia 


n/p 

minnow 

Senko 

weedlessjig 

n/p 

n/p 

Fluke 

minnow 

Twin Tail Grub 

nightcrawler 

spinnerbait 

minnow 

jig/crawler 

wacky worm 

Pike Minnow 

Twin Tail Grub 

Rad Shad 

Rapala 

n/p 

Fluke 

Pop-R 

pond crab 

bucktail 

Rapala 

Bomber 

Flicker Minnow 

swimbait 

Gulp! Leech 

Berkley Leech 

drop-shot 

drop-shot 

Bondy Worm 

n/p 

drop-shot 
spinnerbait 
Bondy Worm 
drop-shot 

worms 

n/p 

Jigging Rap 
jigworm 
Dream Shot 
bluegill 
Supa Fry 
Senko Worm 
Power Worm 
trickworm 
ChatterBait 
shiner 
live shiner 
n/p 

Senko Wacky 
live shiner 







Region 

Name 

Home Town 

Water 

Size 

Date 

Moon 

Lure/Bait 

LARGEMOUTH BASS (CONT) 






3 

Danny Kurttila 

Riverton, WY 

L Cameahwait, WY 

22 

6/14 


Whopper Plopper 

3 

Danny Kurttila 

Riverton, WY 

L Cameahwait, WY 

22 

6/17 

F-1 

Zoom Brush Hog 

5 

Russ Nauceder 

Jamestown, OH 

Springboro, OH 

25.25 

4/13 


jig/crawfish 

5 

Elise Aitken 

Chardon, OH 

L Erie Presque Isle, PA 

23 

9/13 

F-1 

nightcrawler 

5 

Charles Coleman 

Bridgman, Ml 

L Ann, Ml 

23 

9/15 

F+1 

Rapala F-11 

5 

Robin Geisert 

Lexington, KY 

Georgian Bay, ON 

22 

10/5 


spinnerbait 

CRAPPIE (BLACK OR WHITE) 






1 

Roy Eakins 

Chilicothe, MO 

Long Branch L, MO 

17 

7/11 


FinSpin 

1 

Chris Fitch 

Wichita, KS 

Watson Park, KS 

16 

12/2 


Mr. Twister 

1 

Jon Masching 

Hayfield, MN 

Cedar L,MN 

15.5 

4 

F-1 

hair jig 

1 

Stan Stavinski 

Bear Creek Twp, PA 

Duck Harbor Pond, PA 

15.5 

7/2 

D 

jig/shiner 

1 

Kenneth Wasilewski 

Rockford, IL 

Windsor L, IL 

15.25 

5/31 

D-2 

Roadrunner/Gulp! Minnow 

1 

Brian Robinson 

Overton, NE 

private sandpit, NE 

15.25 

6/28 


Arashi 

1 

Bill Girvan 

Yorkville, NY 

Delta Res, NY 

15 

5/30 

D-3 

Little Joe 

1 

Robert Coleman 

Iowa City, IA 

farm pond, IA 

15 

6/15 

F-3 

white twister 

1 

Robert Coleman 

Iowa City, IA 

farm pond, IA 

15 

6/16 

F-2 

white twister 

1 

Allen Luck 

Farmington, MN 

Upper Red L, MN 

15 

12/9 

F-3 

n/p 

1 

Bill Lessiter 

Marshallville, OH 

Nimisila Res, OH 

14.5 

9 


jig 

1 

Kris Patera 

Berlin, Wl 

Big Green L, Wl 

14.25 

8/1 

D+1 

3-Way Rig 

1 

Bruce Firchau 

Elburn, IL 

West Silent L, MN 

14.125 

6/4 

D+2 

Big Bite 

1 

Jerry Eichhorn 

Harrison, Ml 

South 5 L, Ml 

14 

1/18 

F-3 

tungsten 

1 

Tim Smith 

Larned, KS 

Wilson St. Fishing Hole, KS 14 

4/6 

D+2 

minnow 

1 

Ben Webber 

Des Moines, IA 

Des Moines R, IA 

14 

8/31 

D+1 

live minnow 

2 

Matt Paugel 

Greenville, SC 

watershed pond, SC 

16.125 

12/21 


Lit'l Hustler Tube 

3 

Ben Linnell 

Pierre, SD 

Boysen Res, WY 

15 

5/3 

D-2 

PK Predator Spoon 

4 

Renee Neustrom 

Grand Rapids, MN 

Rainy L, ON 

15.5 

9/23 


n/p 

5 

Keith Kirk 

Berrien Springs, Ml 

St. Joseph R, Ml 

14 

9/5 


jig 

YELLOW PERCH 







1 

David Terrill 

Dennis Port, MA 

Hinkley Pond, MA 

15.5 

5/17 

F-2 

nightcrawler 

1 

David Terrill 

Dennis Port, MA 

Hinkley Pond, MA 

15.25 

8/2 

D+2 

nightcrawler 

3 

Ben Linnell 

Pierre, SD 

Boysen Res, WY 

15 

5/3 

D-2 

live minnow 

SAUGER 







1 

Steven Bach 

Baraboo, Wl 

L Wisconsin, Wl 

25 

10/20 


live minnow 

1 

Jared Olson 

Kearney, NE 

Plum Creek Res, NE 

21.34 

6/27 


Flicker Shad 

3 

Danny Kurttila 

Riverton, WY 

Wind R, WY 

23 

9/30 

D+2 

swimbait 

3 

Danny Kurttila 

Riverton, WY 

Wind R, WY 

22.5 

9/28 

D 

swimbait 

WALLEYE 







1 

Bob Guido 

RostraverTwp, PA 

Monongahela R, PA 

33 

3/24 

F+3 

PowerBait 

1 

Bill Girvan 

Yorkville, NY 

Unadilla R, NY 

30.25 

3/14 


searchbait 

1 

Jim Abbott 

L Crystal, MN 

Minnesota R, MN 

30 

5/14 


fathead minnow 

1 

John Kaseforth 

Springfield, MN 

Cottonwood R, MN 

30 

11/2 


minnow 

1 

James Abbott 

L Crystal, MN 

Minnesota R, MN 

30 

11/4 

1/2F 

LH Jig 

3 

Allan Walker 

Spokane, WA 

Snake R, WA 

33 

11/10 

F-2 

Bandit 

3 

Allan Walker 

Spokane, WA 

Snake R, WA 

30.5 

11/10 


Bandit 

3 

Danny Kurttila 

Riverton, WY 

Wind R, WY 

30 

1/8 

D+2 

Rapala Shad 

4 

Luke DeMouth 

Ankeny, IA 

Eagle L, ON 

31.5 

6/29 

D-3 

jig/minnow 

4 

Dick Skweres 

Star Prairie, Wl 

Hawk L, ON 

31 

6/27 


nightcrawler 

5 

Bill Hegyi 

Merrill, Wl 

Fox R, Wl 

30 

4/18 

F-2 

Rapala Husky Jerk 

5 

Charles Weiss 

Toronto, ON 

L Ontario, ON 

30 

9/13 

F-1 

Jake Crankbait 



• 

KEPT FISH • 



CHAIN PICKEREL 

1 Matt Born 

REDEAR SUNFISH 

Reedsville, WV 

Upper Deckers, WV 

41b 

10/13 F-1 

homemade spinner 

1 Quinn Leonard 

Reading, Ml 

Long L, Ml 

11b 12 oz 

5/27 

worms 

CRAPPIE (BLACK OR WHITE) 





2 MarkSewald 

Maple Grove, MN 

Grenada L, MS 

2 lb 6 oz 

3/22 F+1 

tube jig 

YELLOW PERCH 






4 Dennis Kozlowski 

Grand Blanc, Ml 

L Simcoe, ON 

1 lb 8 oz 

3/12 

Ken Spoon 

WALLEYE 






5 Ayden Blake 

Rensselaer, IN 

L Michigan, IN 

12 lb 9 oz 

12/1 

jerkbait ■ 



Robert Coleman, 25 inches, 
Kenansville Lake, FL 



Roy Eakins, 17 inches. 
Long Branch Lake, MO 



Renee Neustrom, 15.5 inches. 
Rainy Lake, ON 



Dick Skweres, 31 inches, 
Hawk Lake, ON 



James Abbott 
30 inches, 

Minnesota River, MN 





















The Great Fuel Additive Debate 
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Marine fuel additives are dividing the nation. Some think additives work, some 

think it's a '"hoax." But anyone who has to store fuel over the winter months knows stabilizers work. 
And new testing techniques reveal that certain kinds of detergents can be extremely effective at clean¬ 
ing gum and varnish from cylinder walls and piston heads. 


Most anglers up north are familiar with Gold Eagle 
Sta-Bil, which has been around for over 60 years. Prod¬ 
ucts that don't work simply don't last that 
long. On its website. Gold Eagle publishes 
results from independent testing labs 
comparing all fuel stabilizers for ability 
to reduce oxidation, control corrosion, 
and fuel stability. Sta-Bil outperformed 
competitors in all three categories. 

In stability testing, fuels with addi¬ 
tives are heated to 212°F and observed 
to see when a 20-percent drop in oxy¬ 
gen pressure occurs. Some fuels with 
additives gave out immediately. Sta-Bil 
hung in there for almost 150 hours. 

Stabilizing fuel during storage is 
just one thing we use additives for. 
Gold Eagle also makes Sta-Bil 
360 Marine for defending outboards and 
inboards against the harmful effects of eth¬ 
anol. It also surrounds water molecules, and 
cleans your fuel. 

Lucas Oil Products, known for quality 
marine oils and grease, also makes an additive 
for combating ethanol damage, keeping fuel 
lines and injectors clean, and lubricating vital 
engine parts. Lucas Marine Fuel Treatment 

uses polyether amines to clean 

and lubricate internal 
engine parts. Like Sta- 
Bil, it's designed for gas¬ 
oline and diesel engines, 

4-stroke or 2-stroke. 

Additives are the 
province of engine 
manufacturers, too. 
Mercury makes a 
3-step Fuel Care 
System. Mercury 
Quickare, designed to be 
used with every fill-up, con¬ 
trols corrosion, removes gum, 
removes varnish, fights mois¬ 
ture in the fuel tank, and 
keeps valves and injectors 
clean. Mercury Quickleen 
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removes combustion-chamber deposits, pre¬ 
vents knocking, and extends spark-plug life. 

The third step, Quickstor, stabilizes fuel in 
storage for up to a year then helps clean injec- 
tors, cylinder walls, and pistons. 

Evinrude/Johnson 2 + 4 Fuel Stabilizer is 
another example of a quality fuel stabilizer 
that inhibits corrosion, absorbs moisture, 
and protects against ethanol. 

The Yamaha website (a great resource 
for all anglers) explains that ethanol is 
"'hygroscopic/' which means it attracts 
water molecules." Some say ethanol dam¬ 
ages engines directly for that reason, but 
it raises other concerns. The Yamaha site 
also points out that ethanol is alcohol, 
making it a powerful solvent that loos¬ 
ens debris in the fuel system. It also 
lifts gunk off the inside of all the lines 
and tanks it was in before it gets to your boat. 

That debris can keep the engine from starting and 
stop it from running, which is why keeping cylinders, 
injectors, and valves clean can be critical to smooth 
operation. 

Why Use Additives? 

Cleaning engines inside and out prevents trips 
to the mechanic. Ron Ballanti, Strike Zone Commu¬ 
nications, working public relations for 
Chevron, explains that their Techron 
Protection Plus Marine Fuel System 
Treatment is an all-in-one treatment. 

"Use it every tankful and it success¬ 
fully removes varnish and gum," he 
said. "It's known worldwide for deter¬ 
gency, but it's also a 2-year stabilizer. It 
works as well or better than anything 
else for up to 2 years. Most products can 
only protect for one year." 

A second product, Techron Marine, is 
a fuel stabilizer designed specifically for 
gasoline carbureted or fuel injected, spark- 
ignited engines, but it also keeps the entire 
fuel system clean with every fill-up. "For 
the best results before seasonal boat stor¬ 
age or a long period of no use or seasonal 
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storage, add Techron Marine as directed and top 
off the tank to 7/8 full to allow for any expansion," 
Ballanti said. "It's uniquely formulated for water 
absorption, which helps reduce the risk of engine 
damage caused by excess water in the fuel dur¬ 
ing the combustion process. Yet it's alcohol free— 
another plus. 

"These marine products really work hard 
against corrosion," he said. "Chevron's marine 
department invested a lot of money in test¬ 
ing to beat corrosion. They asked ASTM 
International—the American Society for 
Testing and Materials—to put Techron 
products through the paces. They learned 
that using some competitor's products 
can be worse than using nothing, proba¬ 
bly because some use alcohol. Alcohol is a 
cheap way to clean but can actually create 
corrosion issues. And, being a solvent, it can 
remove grime without dissolving it. Then it 
ends up in valves and injectors. 

"Chevron, being a major fuel company, knows what 
works. Talking to their engineers is a learning experi¬ 
ence. They're proud of being at the top of the heap in 
terms of scientific tests. People in the marine indus¬ 
try have been talking for a long time about coming up 
with standards and proof that these additives actually 
accomplish what is being advertised. Claims are easy to 
make. But, working with Chevron, it's clear that they're 


anxious to go along with everything. Credibility is 
job one, so claims are conservative while results have 
been exceptional." 

Yamaha Ring Free is another quality, multi-purpose 
additive. It prevents carbon build-up, cleans injectors 
and valves, stabilizes fuel, and combats the corro¬ 
sive element of added sulfur in ethanol blended fuels. 
Power and efficiency in the engine are lost when car¬ 
bon and varnish deposits build up, which is often 
caused by poor fuel quality. Used with Yamalube 
Fuel Stabilizer and Conditioner PLUS, Ring Free 
works to eliminate phase separation caused by 
ethanol. Ring-Free is designed to be used contin¬ 
uously. 

You know an additive is working when 
increased engine efficiency and power become 
apparent. You can't always count on getting the 
best fuel, and when bad fuel happens, quality 
additives stop engines from running rough and 
can prevent damage. 

Many years of testing by independent labs prove that 
picking the right additive can extend the life of an engine. 
So do the research. The "hoax" crowd may find some 
ammunition in the war of words between competitors, but 
(as usual) they're left with little more than opinion. Science 
falls on the side of proven additives. ■ 

* In-Fisherman Field Editor Matt Straw writes on a variety of fishing 
and equipment-related topics for In-Fisherman publications. 
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North with Doc 

The Doc We Never Knew 

After more than 45 years of close friendship, we assumed Doc's life was an open book. 

Then we discovered we hadn't even made it past the first few chapters. 


Our annual weeklong getaway to the Northwest 
Ontario Bush was finally underway. A U-Haul trailer 
that had a rental history dating back to FDR carried all 
our gear, and was hitched to a nine-passenger van with 
a 31-gallon gas tank. We were filling up in Albert Lea, 
and the numbers spun dizzily on the pump, adding up 
a monstrous sum approaching the national debt. 

Doc, the kid, and the policeman were in the conve¬ 
nience store emptying the shelves of snacks. Meanwhile, 
the banker was manning the fuel fiasco, and the attorney 
and I were scrubbing bugs off half a windshield each. 

“What's this yellow stuff?" The attorney said. 

"Must be a combination of egg yolk and epoxy," I 
said. 

With about a square foot of glass clean enough to see 
through. Doc showed up munching on a mucho grande 
nacho basket. 

"That looks like hard work," he said. 

Doc stuffed some soggy tortilla chips into his mouth, 
and while chewing thoughtfully, tapped a splatter pat¬ 
tern that overlapped a wiper blade, and said, "Lepidop- 
tera. This one is a great spangled fritillary." 

"I beg your pardon?" 

"The insect order lepidoptera includes butterflies. 
The fritillary is a common species in this region," Doc 
said. "A pollinator for a lot of crops." 

"And you know that how?" I said. 

"When I was a kid, I was in 4-H. My specialty was 
entomology." 

"Ento what?" the attorney said. 

"Bugs." 

"You serious?" 

"Won a county fair blue ribbon 
for my insect exhibit," Doc said. 

"So you actually know 
what made this colorful 
windshield?" 

"Been a while," Doc said, 
nacho cheese running down 
his chin, "but, as I recall, the 
splat factor is part guts and 
part what they ingest. Green 
typically means they feed on 
green plants. Like beetles and 
grasshoppers. Yellow is usually 
pollen. Like the diet of butterflies 
and bees. Red is often blood. That's 
mosquitoes." 

"Why didn't I know you had this knowledge before 


now?" the attorney said. 

"You never asked," Doc said, more closely inspect¬ 
ing a wing fragment on the wiper blade. "Yup," he said. 
"That's a fritillary." 

"I am astonished," the attorney said. 

It was the first week of June so the International 
Falls border crossing was backed up a bit, and the line 
of cars and trucks pulling boats and trailers moved 
steadily but slowly. We had plenty of time to get out to 
stretch, and visit with other fishermen. 

In one large group headed to Lac Seul, a towheaded 
boy, maybe 10, was working with his yo-yo. He had 
Walking the Dog down pretty good on the asphalt side¬ 
walk, but he'd lose the spin, the whole thing would go 
haywire, and he'd have to wind it up by hand. 

"Could I show you something?" Doc said. 

"About what?" the boy said. 

"Your yo-yo," Doc said. 

The boy's mother could tell Doc meant well, and said, 
"Give it to him, Mikey," and Mikey reluctantly did. 

Doc put the string loop on his finger, spun the yo-yo 
a couple times. "Mind if I loosen it a bit?" 

"Go ahead," Mikey said, shrugging his shoulders. 
May as well humor the old fat guy. 

Doc tossed the yo-yo into a sideways rotation, coun¬ 
ter to the winding direction, and when he was satis¬ 
fied, he ran his fingers down the doubled string, put a 
thumb on the yo-yo, gave it a flick, and the thing wound 
up to his hand in a second. 

"Holy moly," the boy said. 

"First," Doc said, "you have a great Duncan yo-yo 
here." 

"My dad got it for me." 

"Your dad is a smart guy," Doc said. "Sec¬ 
ond, with the correct string tension, you'll 
get a longer sleep, and that'll let you do 
more tricks." 

With that, he tossed the yo-yo 
down to its limit, and it spun there 
for a good 10 seconds. 
A Spank the Baby 
brought it back into 
his hand with a satis¬ 
fying slap. 

A small crowd 
gathered to watch, 
and Doc performed 
Around the World, 
Rock the Baby, The 
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Elevator, Cat's in the Cradle, Shoot the Moon, and a stun¬ 
ning rendition of Man on the Flying Trapeze. 

He took the loop off his finger, and handed the yo-yo 
back to Mikey. "Practice," he said. 

The boy looked at Doc like the old fat guy had just 
pulled a galloping rhinoceros out of a hat. 

"Holy, moly," the boy said, jaw dropped, looking at the 
yo-yo, and back at Doc. So did the boy's mother. 

The policeman said, "Nobody can do those tricks." 

The kid said, "The only place to see something like 
that is on YouTube." 

"Doc," the banker said, "you got any other surprises 
in your toy box?" 

Doc said, "You should see my hula hoop trophies." 

The attorney said, "No." 

Yes." 

I bet the girls wouldn't leave you alone," the banker 
said. 

"You bet wrong," Doc said. 

Once we got on the bridge to cross the border, traffic 
spread out, and a few hours later we arrived at Knobby's 
in Sioux Lookout, ready to fly to a remote lake that held 
a single cabin for our six day stay. 

Fishing was fantastic. Number and size were superb, 
and each and every one of us caught specimens just 
south of trophy class. 

While washing dishes after a magnificent fried wall¬ 
eye feast, the policeman said, "We got a problem, boys. 
This sink drain is refusing to perform as designed." 

"Must be a plunger around here somewhere," the 
banker said. 

"Let me take a look first," Doc said, and he opened 
the cabinet doors, removed an array of cleaning supplies. 
"Someone grab me a flashlight, will ya?" 

The attorney handed over an LED unit, and Doc 
assessed the situation. 

"Need a bucket," he said. 

Bucket in place. Doc unscrewed the plas¬ 
tic P-trap nuts, drained the sink. He 
removed the trap, handed it to me, 
and said, "Clean this out, please.' 

I took it outside, busted off 
a sapling branch, and ran it 
through the trap. The gunk 
that came out looked like 
something Aunt Lucy 
cooked up on Rocky 
Mountain Oyster Night 
at the VFW. 

Doc reinstalled the 
trap, ran the water, and it 
worked great. 

"How did you learn to 
do that?" the attorney asked. 

"Worked my way through dental school as a 
plumber's helper," Doc said. 

"So during the week your hands were in someone's 
mouth, and on the weekends they were in someone's 
toilet?" 

I washed well in between," Doc said. 

I'm sure your patients appreciated that," the 
banker said. 



//- 
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"And I appreciate your work here," the policeman 
said. "I never knew you were a jack of all trades." 

A bigger surprise was yet to come. 

The late afternoon, mid-week check flight dropped 
into the small bay where our outpost cabin sat, and 
powered up to the dock. The pilot, who looked about 
17, climbed out on a pontoon to secure the plane's tether 
to the dock cleat. 

To this day, we don't know how it happened, but 
he caught his boot on something, and fell toward the 
front of the plane. He reached up to break his fall, and 
the closest object he could grab with his left hand was 
the stub of the engine exhaust pipe. Luckily, he was 
unable to hold on for more than a split second, and went 
in the drink under the plane. The pipe was still nearly 
red hot from the hour-long flight, and the burn to his 
right hand was immediate and severe. Unluckily, he 
also jammed the fingers of his open right hand against 
the fuselage. 

The policeman grabbed the pilot's shirt, pulled him 
to safety on the dock, and yelled for help. 

Doc ran our first aid kit 
down from the cabin, 
and since he was the 
only one of us with 
any advanced med¬ 
ical training, he tri¬ 
aged and dressed 
the wounds. 

Doc told the pilot, 

"We need to get on 
the radio, and bring 
some help in here." 

"It's VHF," the pilot said. "Line of sight. 

Can't connect until I get at least 100 feet off the deck." 

"No satellite connection? Cell?" 

No." 

I'll be straight with you," Doc said. "This is a seri¬ 
ous burn, and possibly broken fingers and maybe the 

wrist. You need immediate attention. And immediate 
is an hour, two at the extreme." 

I understand." 

But you say we have no way to contact Sioux Look¬ 
out air control, or another plane, right?" Doc said. 

"Right." 

Can you operate the controls?" 

Not without hands," the pilot said. 

Okay, I'll fly you out of here," Doc said. 
You licensed?" 

No, but I have 40 hours of solo time." 

"In what? 

"A Mooney.' 

What's that? A crop duster?" 

Some are." 

How long ago?" 

Maybe 25 years." 

The pilot gave Doc a doubtful eyebrow lift. 

Okay," Doc said. "Thirty years." 

Ever flown a float plane?" 

No." 

We have another choice?" 

No," Doc said. "We don't." 
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“How will we do this?" the pilot 
said through his pain, holding his 
thickly bandaged hands in front of 
his face." 

"I'm a quick learner," Doc said. 

The little Cessna, the pilot 
explained through gritted teeth, 
was empty of cargo, so it would 
be easier to maneuver. Also, it 
had dual controls, so he could 
run the foot pedals for yaw, or right 
to left movement. At the same time. 
Doc could use his hands on the yoke 
to control climb, descent, and roll. 

"We'll have headsets so I can 
talk you through it," the pilot said. 
"Once we get to cruising altitude, 
you can hit the switch so I can be in 
contact with the tower." 

"Let's go," Doc said. He some¬ 
how squeezed his bulk into the 
copilot seat. 

As the pilot was unable to use 
his injured hands, the policeman 
and attorney and banker lifted him 
into the plane feet first. Doc got the 
headsets in place, and belted both 
of them in. 

It turned out the instruments 
had changed electronically but not 
functionally in 30 years, and Doc 
named each readout and dial as 




he pointed at them. The pilot was 
impressed. More importantly, he 
was gaining confidence this flight 
was not a fool's errand, and he could 
very possibly survive it, even with a 
greenhorn at the controls. 

After verbal instructions. Doc 
powered up the electronics and the 
magneto. 

The pilot keyed the mic. "I 
should get your name," he said, 
"as it would be nice if we come out 
of this alive, I will know who to 
thank." 

Doc will do it for me," Doc said. 
Mine's Archer," the pilot said. 
"Call me Arch." 

The pilot gave me a nod out the 
window, and I undid the tether, 
shoved the wing away from the 
dock, and the five of us watched as 
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the engine caught, and the plane 
taxied into the lake. 

"Nice chop. Doc," the pilot said 
through the headset. "We'll lift off 
easy." 

The taxi time was a good 15 min¬ 
utes, up and down the lake. We 
assumed Doc was getting a—par¬ 
don the expression—crash course in 
flying a float plane. 

It turned out Doc was, indeed, a 
quick study. Although there were a 
couple of squirrely bounces before 
becoming airborne, the pontoons 
finally broke free of the surface, and 
the plane followed a mile long cor¬ 
ridor between islands and stands 
of pine to gradually gain altitude. It 
was out of sight less than four min¬ 
utes after liftoff. 

The rest of the story didn't reach 
us until early the next morning 
when Knobby himself flew the same 
Cessna back to our lake, with Doc as 
his sole passenger. 

Knobby said, "Arch is going to 
be fine. And the surgeon said get¬ 
ting him back so soon very possibly 
saved his hands and his career." 

"Doc," the banker said, "we have 
known you longer than we have 
known our own kids, yet you are still 
a mystery." 

"We've all had hobbies," Doc said. 
"You know? The things we enjoyed 
for a while, then took another path? 
I guess stuff we learned so long ago 
occasionally comes in handy." 

To repeat what Arch no doubt 
said the night before at the hospital, 
and what we had uttered hundreds 
of times over the years. Knobby gave 
the entomologist yo-yo plumber 
pilot fisherman a bear hug, and said, 
"Thanks, Doc." 
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the lake. We fished, made fires, and 
watched water ski shows in town. We 
caught frogs and played with kids 
from other cabins and had the time 
of our lives. We made memories that 
are forever etched in my brain like the 
initials I carved into the soft bark of 
the birch tree outside of the cabin. 

I cried when that first week-long 
trip was over and we had to head home. 
From that point on, Duck Point and the 
Flowage was a part of me. I can still see 
the silhouettes of my mom and sister 
highlighted by the glow of the camp 
fire as my dad and I headed across 
the lake after an evening of fishing. I 
remember catching countless fish, and 
the time my Dad hooked my sister in 
the head with a big Rapala. I recall the 
sounds of loons and motoring out to see 
the eagle's nest down by the narrows. I 
remember the first time I got to drive 
the boat. In my mind, the ancient 9.9 
Johnson could really fly and I felt like 
the king of the lake. 

One year my aunt and uncle brought 
my cousins up and they stayed in the 
neighboring cabin. My cousin, who 
occasionally joins us on the trip, was 
affected by this place as well. After a 
20-year absence, he was shocked to 
remember so many little details of 
the grounds. I remember donut holes 
from Nelson's Market, driving up to 
Paul Bunyan's for breakfast, and the 
Northwoods-themed souvenirs that I 
could probably dig out of a box in the 
crawl space. I remember once hearing 
a wolf howl, eating lunch every Friday 
at Schaffer's Wharf, the cool fog rising 
off of the lake, and the smell of outboard 
motor exhaust as we idled into our favor¬ 
ite weedbed. I remember the soft splash 
of a lure hitting the water, the pull of a 
feisty fish hitting a #5 Mepps, catching 
three muskies in 15 minutes, and all the 
fish that got away. On one of my mom 
and sister's last trips to the Flowage, my 
Dad caught a 25-pound muskie that now 
hangs above the TV in their living room 
as a symbolic reminder of one of the last 
trips the four of us took together. 

Over time, attendance at Duck 
Point began to wane. Aging owners 
and unfortunate illnesses allowed 
Duck Point to become even more rus¬ 
tic. Like many resorts in the area. Duck 
Point fell victim to time and changing 
vacation culture. My mom and sister 
eventually opted out as the cabins were 
beginning to quickly age and become 


less than a treat to spend a week in, 
especially if you didn't enjoy fishing. 

It was at that time my dad and I 
began what has been a decades-old 
tradition of staying and fishing on the 
flowage. We've stayed in a few different 
cabins, but East Ruddy Duck eventu¬ 
ally became our base. We would wake 
early and fish for four or so hours and 
then come in for bacon, eggs, and fried 
potatoes. We would sit and enjoy the 
solitude of the lake and eat a big meal 
before heading out in the afternoon to 
fish until dark. We then would sit by 
a fire and listen to the haunting cry of 
the resident loons, talk about life, and 
make plans for the next day's fishing. 
We might stroll to the dock and marvel 
at the thick blanket of stars you can't see 
in the Chicago metropolitan area. Over 
time these traditions never changed. 
With an almost religious fervor we 
were like monks committed to our 
yearly traditions. I know now we did 
this to attempt to stop time from wash¬ 
ing away the memories that we hold so 
dear. Some of the places I mentioned 
have gone or changed names, but Duck 
Point and the tradition remained. A 
relaxing beacon to recharge and recon¬ 
nect. A place that afforded the opportu¬ 
nity to hit the pause button on life and 
find something that is lost in the chaos 
of life today, even if only for a few days. 

Time raced by like the current 
beneath the Bradley dam, but despite 
the churn of time we always make sure 
to return to the Jersey. Frozen in time. 
Duck Point remained the same on the 
surface. For years the only real differ¬ 
ence was that we got a new boat and 
the resort got emptier. There were years 
when we were the only people stay¬ 
ing there for the week. When I looked 
deeper as I recently strolled through 
the resort in search of kindling, I real¬ 
ized that nothing can stop time. The 
playground looked the same as it did 
when we first came up, but it was rusty 
and unkempt. The beach became over¬ 
grown and the pine docks began to 
return to the earth. The Mallard was 
now in disrepair and some cabins were 
starting to slowly rot away. Even our 
usual cabin was showing age, but we 
continue on because of the fishing and 
because of what this place meant to us 
and the memories we have. 

My dad and I continued this tra¬ 
dition and only missed a few years 
when he had a health scare. The time 
ticked away and life became busier as I 


aged so now we talked about my kids, 
work, this crazy world and, of course, 
the hope that Duck Point would stay 
open so we could continue catching 
fish for years to come. I started writ¬ 
ing this article to talk about the fish¬ 
ing, but realized that it was not about 
the fishing. We have caught thousands 
of fish. Some monsters and some laugh¬ 
ably small fish. I could tell you every 
spot we have ever caught a big one. 
I know every cabbage patch on that 
lake by heart and could probably fish 
it with my eyes closed. The thing that 
brings me back every year is the feeling 
of comfort our little spot in the North- 
woods brings. 

As I write this, we just returned 
from our yearly trip. My uncle and 
cousin came this year—the first time 
we've all fished together in years. I 
noticed my dad and uncle moved a 
little slower and were not the young 
men of my memories. On the trip we 
learned that the owners would be 
going the route of so many mom and 
pop resorts in the area—selling off the 
resort cabin by cabin and forming a 
condo association. In the near future 
we and the handful of other devotees 
that make pilgrimages year after year 
will have to find a new place, or hope 
one of the cabin owners rents out their 
place in the future. 

We won't have the money to buy 
an 80-year-old cabin and rehab it from 
hundreds of miles away, so we are left 
with our memories. Left to wonder 
where time goes and why the simple 
joys in life are the ones we are des¬ 
tined to lose. Left to try to reconcile the 
fact that I remember my first trip as a 
child as if it were yesterday, but some¬ 
how find myself decades older with 
two amazing children of my own, two 
girls with whom my wife and I have 
begun creating our own memories. 
We're left to see the not-so-subtle paral¬ 
lels between ourselves and Duck Point. 
We realize that like this 80-plus-year- 
old resort, we too will eventually reach 
our end. I'm left picturing the loons cut¬ 
ting across the glasslike water cruising 
toward the sunset and watching my 
Dad take in the scene. I make one more 
cast, hoping for one more fish, making 
one more memory and wishing for one 
more year on the Jersey. ■ 

*Jim LaBanco is an avid fisherman that 
resides in the Chicago suburbs with his 
wife and daughters. 
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BY JIM LABANCO* 


Illustration by Doug Schermer 


One More Year on the Jersey 


The Jersey City Flowage is a 400-plus-acre lake near Tomahawk, Wisconsin, that 

is nestled between two larger impoundments on the Wisconsin River system. It's a shal¬ 
low, weedy lake filled with fish that have been the objects of my pursuits for over 30 years. 

I always thought that the Jersey City Flowage was an odd name for a Northwoods lake. The 
first time I heard it I envisioned an urban New Jersey river surrounded by concrete and 
urban decay. I'm told it was given that name because there used to be a high population of 
Jersey cows in the area. I'm not sure if that is factual or a bit of Northwoods lore, but whatever 
the reason for the name, it's one of my favorite places on earth, and every time I'm there I feel 
an optimism and peace that becomes harder to track down in my day to day life. 


On this lake sits Duck Point Resort. Built on the sandy 
and boggy shores of the flowage in the 1930s, the resort saw 
its heyday in the 1960s and 1970s as families from around 
the Midwest found their way to the Northwoods for fish¬ 
ing and relaxing in the cool summer sun of northern Wis¬ 
consin. The resort sat at the end of a sandy road that was 
cut through the dense Wisconsin pine. It was populated by 
nearly two dozen brown and yellow cabins with pine pan¬ 
eling and views of the lake. A small TV, which only received 
the Rhinelander NBC affiliate, was furnished, but it was 
rarely turned on. Usually we only watched the local news 
to get a sense of the weather for the week. 

Outside sat picnic tables and lounge chairs that were 
turned gray by the elements and were covered in green 
lichens. There were also rusty fire rings that have surely 
roasted many a s'more and have heard the hearty laughter 
and joy of the fish story from the day. Down by the shore 
of each cabin was a small pine dock that occasionally suc¬ 
cumbed to the ebb and flow of the winter's ice. 



In Duck Point's prime it housed a restaurant that was 
a draw for returning guests. It closed and was reborn 
decades later as the Happy Quacker, a cozy Northwoods 
bar that the third-generation owners reopened as another 
source of income. There was a tennis court and a play¬ 
ground. One of the original owners, prior to passing, 
stayed in a small house on the grounds, painting and sell¬ 
ing beautiful pictures of native wildlife on birchwood and 
pine. There was a small beach with the requisite pontoon 
swim raft and a small wooden fish cleaning house, but 
most importantly there are my memories. 

My entire family trekked up to northern Wisconsin 
in the late 80s and early 90s and I first stayed on the flow- 
age in the cabin called the Mallard. I recall my parents 
packed the mini-van as my sister and I sat excitedly wait¬ 
ing to hit the road. Behind the van we towed a 14-foot Sea 
Nymph fishing boat named Sink or Swim. We were head¬ 
ing to the Northwoods much like my dad and his fam¬ 
ily did in the 60s. When we arrived, the peak "resort era" 
for the Tomahawk region was starting to decline. Fam¬ 
ilies were no longer packing into cars and head¬ 
ing north for a stay in a cabin. More often they 
flew south or west to one of the oceans or to 
explore the Disney parks, but for a few 
years the resort was always nearly full. 

When we arrived and turned 
onto the sandy road, we were filled 
with excitement. Dad would step 
out of the car and utter the 
words I would hear him say 
every year thereafter, "Boy 
that smell. If only they could 
put the smell of those pines 
in a can. I love it." At the 
cabin, we were greeted 
by knotty pine, a set of 
antlers, and the pleas¬ 
ant musty smell of an old 
Northwoods cabin by 
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There’s a reason they say, Curse like a sailor. 

That’s why we offer basic plans starting at $100 a year with 
options that won’t depreciate your watercraft and accessories’!: 

1.800.PROGRESSIVE | PROGRESSIVE.COM PROGRESS/VE 















